


2 A LENTEN DEVOTIONALHOLINESS

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Greetings!

We offer this daily devotional for your use during the season of Lent in 
2018, which extends from Ash Wednesday (February 14) through Easter 
Sunday (April 1). Our desire is that you will find this to be a helpful way to 
connect with God by considering a topic that is of great importance to us 
in the Church of God: namely, the topic of holiness.

The following reflections will begin with the holiness of God, because 
ultimately our pursuit of holiness is a pursuit of the divine. Then we will 
explore biblical examples of people who practice holiness in one way or 
another. The third grouping of devotionals will discuss our call to be holy 
as God is holy. Finally, as we approach Holy Week, we will walk with Jesus 
through the days leading to his crucifixion and resurrection.

We hope these daily thoughts will guide you to deeper levels of holy living 
in your personal life. On each Sunday during this season, instead of a tradi-
tional “devotional,” you will find a practical suggestion - something for you 
to do actively as you explore the question of how to work out the topic of 
holiness in your spiritual life.

We are grateful for the contributions of four individuals, mentors in our spiritual 
journeys, who have written introductory materials for each of the segments of 
this project. Dr. Merle Strege, Dr. MaryAnn Hawkins, Dr. Greg Robertson, and 
Dr. Gil Stafford have played important roles in our lives, and we would not be 
who we are today without their involvement and leadership.

Now, let’s begin.
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Historically considered, Church of God preaching on the doctrinal practice 
of holiness drank deeply from the well of the American holiness move-
ment. Many first generation of Church of God preachers and teachers 
learned about the doctrine of holiness – alternatively, entire sanctification 
or Christian perfection – as participants various holiness associations. 
Before forsaking denominational affiliation, D. S. Warner belonged to no 
fewer than three such groups. “Mother” Sarah Smith and A. J. Kilpatrick 
were members of a holiness meeting at Jerry City, Ohio. Along with many 
others, they envisioned the Christian life to be free of sin. In the words of 
the gospel song, “Wholehearted Service,” they meant “. . . to live holy and 
blameless, a Christian indeed will I be.”

Founded by Methodists, holiness movement leaders looked to the teach-
ing of John Wesley. In his 1766 book, A Plain Account of Christian Perfec-
tion, Wesley repudiated the notion of sinless perfection. Instead, the grace 
of God operating in the soul as both power and pardon could advance the 
Christian to being “perfected in love.” This stage of the Christian life, de-
clared Wesley, was the highest Christians could reach until they were car-
ried into Abraham’s bosom; nothing in religion exceeds the love described 
in I Corinthians 13. John’s younger brother Charles set this idea to music 
when he wrote that God “. . . breaks the power of canceled sin; He sets the 
prisoner free.” Once sin’s power has been canceled, the Christian is freed 
from self-love and is free to love others. Wesley’s vision of holiness/sanc-
tification/Christian perfection was the second component of his theology 
of salvation. First, God justifies the believer; that is what God does for us. 
Second is the believer’s sanctification – which Wesley also termed the new 
birth; that is what God does in us. Thus to be saved is both to be rescued 
(justified) and also sanctified (made whole).

In the nineteenth century American holiness preachers interpreted Wes-
ley’s doctrine of Christian perfection to emphasize avoidance of “worldli-
ness.” This tendency also showed itself among Church of God preachers. A 
“holy and blameless” life was often described in negative terms. Thus true 
Christians didn’t frequent forms of entertainment like dances, theaters, 
or ballgames. They didn’t wear neckties or hats with feathers, and pleats 
were not found in their dresses. Nor did Christians use tobacco in any 
form, or drink alcoholic beverages, coffee or tea. Accordingly, one Church 
of God saint testified that she was “saved and sanctified from all forms of 
hot drinks.”

F E B R U A R Y  1 4 - 2 5 :  G O D  I S  H O L Y
INTRODUCTION BY DR. MERLE STREGE
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In his important but now overlooked 1954 book, When Souls Awaken, 
Charles E. Brown, Editor of the Gospel Trumpet, challenged the negative 
definition of holiness. He thought it was insufficient to describe the life of 
holiness with a list of “don’ts.” Brown did not reject the notion of a disci-
plined Christian life, but he understood purity of heart and life as means to 
holiness rather than its badge. For Brown, holiness finally concerned posi-
tive Christian action in the world. By this move he recovered the Wesleyan 
emphasis on holiness as love. Of course, Christian love is to be in relation-
ship with one’s neighbor as well as with God. Rather than emphasize those 
things Christians don’t do, let us then so live that our relationships express 
the love which Paul says is shed in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.

CONTRIBUTORS FOR THIS THEME
Jonathan Frymire, Jared Fields, Abby Torgeson, Jeff Frymire
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When we seek to understand an idea, it is good to start at the beginning. 
This is especially true of holiness. The creation account at the beginning 
of the Bible tells us a few things about the holiness of God. The word for 
holiness in biblical Hebrew is קדׁש (qadash), and it means “to set apart” 
or “to be set apart.” God himself is set apart from all of creation because 
he is the creator of all things. The opening words of Genesis, “In the be-
ginning, God,” show us that God himself is holy because he exists before 
anything is created. Throughout the Old Testament, the people of Israel 
speak about how God is holy and no one else is like God (see 1 Samuel 
2:2). God’s holiness is rooted in the fact that no one else exists outside 
of creation. By his very nature, God is set apart from all of creation and 
therefore is the only one who can truly claim to be holy.

Anything else that is holy derives its holiness from God’s holiness. We find 
this in the creation account when God declares the seventh day to be 
qadash, or holy. The sabbath day is declared holy not because there is 
something intrinsically holy about that day, but because of what God did 
on that day: he rested. Throughout the biblical witness, objects are holy 
because of their connection to God. When a person is set apart for God’s 
purposes, he or she is said to be holy to God. Notice, though, that a person 
is made holy by God and not of his or her own accord. God, the only truly 
holy being, is the only one who can make someone or something holy. By 
being set apart from creation, only God can set apart other things for his 
purposes in creation.

This is important for us as a holiness people. We are called to be holy, but 
we are made holy only through God declaring us holy. There is nothing we 
can do to make ourselves holy, yet we are called to live out the set-apart-
ness which God has bestowed upon us (see 2 Timothy 1:9). This under-
standing of God’s holiness should also help us realize how great God’s 
love is for us and praise him in gratitude for all that he has done for us.

W E D N E S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 4
GENESIS 1:1-2:3
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From the moment God established the Covenant with Israel, his people 
struggled to live it out. In the early years, they turned time and time again 
to false gods and failed to follow the Law the Lord had given them. After 
the Exile, the nation’s great spiritual renewal quickly turned into legalism. 
By Jesus’s day, the Jews took great pride in being a chosen people, but to 
them, being “a holy nation” meant living as slaves to a set of rules that did 
not even resemble God’s original design.

In calling the Israelites to become a “holy nation,” God set them apart for 
a special relationship with himself. Yes, they were to live differently, but that 
holiness was not an end in and of itself. Instead, they were to be a “Kingdom 
of Priests,” chosen and made holy for a special purpose. Just as the priests 
of the day served as intercessors between Yahweh and his people, Israel was 
called to stand in the gap between God and other nations so that people from 
every tribe and tongue would have the chance to be reconciled to their Creator.

But instead of being a light to the nations, they chased idols. Some worshipped 
the gods of other nations. Others bowed down to legalism, pride, and exclusiv-
ity, relishing their special status and lifestyle and cutting off any outsider who 
did not live up to their standards. They forgot what it meant to be holy.

When Jesus came, he called his followers to a higher standard, challenging 
them to “be perfect” yet sharply criticizing those who relied on their own 
righteous deeds. Through his life and death, he demonstrated that the only 
way to be holy is through a reconciled relationship with the Father and a life 
dedicated to his service. 

The followers of Christ became heirs to the Covenant, sharing in both the privi-
lege and responsibility of being chosen. Perhaps Peter had Israel’s experience 
in mind when he wrote, “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of 
him who called you out of darkness and into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).

We too are a chosen people. We belong to God, who calls us to a life of 
holiness. We cannot make ourselves holy, but the more time we spend with 
him, the more we begin to look like him. Even still, holiness itself is not the 
end goal. Instead, a holy life is one set apart for proclaiming God’s mighty 
acts to those who remain in darkness. 

Does the life we live point others to the One True God? Or, if we are honest 
with ourselves, are we chasing idols? Some may be following after false 
gods, living no differently from the rest of the world. Others may be so fo-

T H U R S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5
EXODUS 19:5-6A
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cused on our own righteousness that we cut ourselves off from those God 
wants to save. Let us remember today that God has called us all to true 
holiness, a life dedicated to pleasing our Heavenly Father and pointing 
others to the one true source of love.
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Revelation introduces us to a “holy city” as a place where God will dwell 
with his people. It further states that in this holy city will be the “home of 
God” and that it is “among mortals.” From this we can gather a couple 
things: first, humanity and God will live together in this city in the kingdom 
of God; and second, it will be a holy place. But what does it mean for hu-
manity to live in a holy city? One would assume that humanity would have 
to live a holy life within the holy city, but what does that holy life look like? 

In the church, and in the Church of God especially, the holy life is an im-
portant theological and doctrinal point of consideration. But often the con-
versation around holiness centers on behavior. This makes sense because 
the kind of people we are called to be ought to be reflected in the kinds of 
lives we live. Holy people (the kind that occupy residence in God’s holy city) 
ought to exhibit that holiness in their actions and behaviors. Therefore, 
special emphasis gets placed on those actions. We create rules to guide 
us in the “right” behaviors and to hedge us against “wrong” behaviors. This 
has been true in the Church of God, as well, where partaking in caffeine, 
movies, jewelry, and even neckties were considered “unholy” actions. In a 
sincere effort to be God’s holy people, every behavior was viewed through 
a lens that determined if such actions were holy or not. 

However, when we turn to a passage like Revelation 21, it is interesting to see 
how it characterizes the holy city. There is no list of behaviors valued by the 
people of the city, nor of behaviors avoided. There is no description of what 
the people do to achieve their place in the holy city of God; and therein lies 
the truth – we cannot achieve our own holiness. For all our focus on moral 
performance, it is wasted effort. We could no more will our way out of sin than 
a worm could will itself to fly. If we could, what would have been the need for Je-
sus? Maybe, like Revelation 21, we need to free ourselves from the laborious, 
myopic examination of moral behavior as a proof of a holy life. 

How does Revelation 21 show us what makes holy people who live in a holy 
city? Look again at verse 3: “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
’See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them.’” If God is holy, and holiness 
comes only from God, then we are only able to be holy by our relational prox-
imity to the Holy One. When God declares his people holy, it is because of 
their special relationship with him. Instead of measuring our holiness by either 
what we do or don’t do, what would happen if we measured holiness by asking 
about our relationship with God? Do you think our behaviors might change 
based on our relational closeness to Jesus Christ?

F R I D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 6
THE HOLY CITY: REVELATION 21:1-3



10 HOLINESSGOD IS HOLY

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God, but who can ever 
actually attain a heart pure enough to gaze upon the Holy One? 

In Exodus 33, we see a dramatic picture of the nature of God’s holiness. In 
his mercy he tells the Israelites that he will not continue with them toward the 
Promised Land because his holy presence will destroy the stubborn sinful peo-
ple. When Moses goes to meet with God, he must set up his tent of meeting 
outside the camp to keep the presence of the Holy One separate from the 
sin inside the camp. Those wish to consult with God have to leave the camp, 
for they cannot remain in sin and draw near to his presence. A holy God must 
remain, as some say, wholly other than imperfect creatures.

Even Moses, the chosen leader who speaks with God as with a friend, can-
not look upon the face of the Holy One. Just as we cannot stare at the sun 
without going blind, not one of us in our human condition can see God and 
live. Still, we can catch glimpses of the sun. We can feel its warmth and live 
by its light. In the same way, our holy God makes his presence known to his 
people: a burning bush, a pillar of fire, a still small voice.

In his mercy, the Lord also allows for an intercessor to stand in the gap. 
Moses pleads with God to allow his presence to remain with the stiff-
necked Israelites, and when God sees their true repentance, he relents. 
In time Jesus would come as the ultimate chosen One, living a sinless life 
and through his death and resurrection opening the door for us to have a 
personal relationship with the Holy One. Like Moses, he intercedes for his 
people, yet he also makes a way for us to be holy, to be pure in heart so 
that we too can see God. Perhaps we will not see him in all his fullness on 
this side of Heaven, but one day in glory we will see him for who he truly is. 

In the meantime, like Moses, we too can see God’s goodness pass before 
our eyes. We see his mighty deeds and his mercy lived out every day, and 
we too can commune with him “face to face, as one speaks to a friend” 
(Exodus 33:11). Just as Moses’s face shines with light in Exodus 34 after 
his encounter with God, so our relationship with God can be seen on our 
countenance, pointing those who remain encamped in sin to the Holy One 
who wants to dwell in their midst. 

Today God is once again inviting us into his presence, but let us not forget 
what a privilege it is to approach his throne. Let us bow in gratitude before 
the One who made the way for us, and let us invite him to give us a pure 
heart so that we—and those we encounter throughout our day—may catch 
another precious glimpse of our Holy God.

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 7
EXODUS 33, MATTHEW 5:8
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Pause today and find a copy of the Hymnal of the Church of God. If you 
don’t have one, you may be able to find one at your church; ask your pastor 
if you can borrow a hymnal for the day. Any edition will do. Take a hymnal 
home with you.

In the back of the hymnal, you will find an appendix that lists all the hymns 
according to their subject matter. Look up the section “Holiness” and see 
what hymns are listed there. You may find some additional hymns listed un-
der “God” and “Sanctification,” as well. Read over several of these hymns. 
Remember, before they were songs they were poems that sought to ex-
press doctrinal and theological understandings of Christianity in general 
and of the Church of God in particular. Read over these hymns carefully. 
Read some that are familiar to you, and read some that are unfamiliar. 
These hymns are a rich treasure trove of expressions about the holiness 
of God.

Do any phrases in the lyrics stand out to you as particularly meaningful? 
Write these down in a prominent place so you can remember them later. 
Allow these hymns to point you to a lifestyle of worship as you reflect on the 
holiness of God throughout this week.

S U N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 8
HYMNS ABOUT GOD’S HOLINESS
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Take a few minutes and scan through the book of Leviticus. Its many rules 
and regulations for maintaining purity in the presence of God can easily 
lead people to suspect that the holiness of God must be protected from 
corruption. Temple priests must diligently supervise who and what enters 
the temple so that they won’t be consumed, lest they defile the holy. 

However, Ezekiel’s vision of the new temple shows an alternate, almost 
reverse view of God’s holiness. Ezekiel is taken to the east entrance of 
the temple, and he finds water trickling out of the gate. The water grows 
deeper and turns into a mighty river, eventually running into the Dead Sea. 
Everywhere this river runs turns into lush, green vegetation. Even when it 
reaches the Dead Sea the water becomes fresh and the home to fish and 
other creatures. Wherever the river flows, life grows.

Rather than sin and death contaminating holiness, God’s holiness is 
shown flowing out of the temple and decontaminating whatever it touch-
es. The dry, arid desert becomes an oasis of food, healing, and life. Eze-
kiel’s vision shows us that God is the source of all that is holy. The river 
springs forth from within God’s temple, from God’s very sanctuary. The 
desert doesn’t do anything to make itself into fertile soil, suitable for life 
and growth. The Dead Sea isn’t capable of desalting itself so that it can 
sustain life within its waters. God alone is able to make holy that which was 
previously unholy.

As God’s people, God’s desire for us is to be like the Dead Sea. In sin we 
are barren and devoid of life. But if God’s holiness flows into us, making us 
holy, then our very nature is changed. We go from lifeless to full of life, from 
barren to fertile, from dead to life-giving. God’s own holiness transforms us 
in ways that allow us to be bringers of life into a bleak and desolate world. 
The fruit of our new holy lives provide food and healing for the people 
around us - our neighborhoods and communities. 

When evaluating our development as disciples of Jesus Christ, we often focus 
on easily quantifiable and measurable things: How often do I attend a Sunday 
morning worship service, how much/often do I tithe, how much of the Bible do 
I read a day, how many minutes/hours do I spend in prayer? Sometimes all 
those activities, while not bad themselves, can become attempts to manage 
our own salvation. Every once in a while, we might need to step back and ask, 
how much of God’s holy river am I surrendering myself to? Am I being trans-
formed from desolated to cultivated? Is the fruit produced from that transfor-
mation bringing life and healing to the people around me?

M O N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 9
EZEKIEL 47:1-12
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Many centuries ago, some of the early church fathers considered God’s 
holiness and discussed the ineffable, indescribable nature of God.1 Since 
God is set apart from all of creation, we cannot fully understand or explain 
God. Have you ever tried to explain God to a three year old child? Much of 
the language that we use to describe God is a smokescreen which hides 
the fact that we can only understand a little of the totality of God. God is 
holy; he is set apart from the rest of creation by his very nature as creator. 
The only way that we know anything about God is when he reveals it to us.

Ezekiel saw a mysterious vision of God, which is recorded in the first chapter of 
the book bearing his name. The strange imagery used in this chapter speaks 
of God’s set-apartness, his holiness. These images all carry a sense of oth-
erworldliness and mystery. It was difficult for Ezekiel and other prophets who 
beheld these visions to put into words what they had witness - that’s another 
indication of the holiness of God. If God is set apart from creation, how can 
part of his creation hope to understand God when they behold him? Once, 
when Moses asked to see God, God told him that no one can see God and live 
(Exodus 33:18-20). As part of creation, we are therefore powerless to know 
God on our own accord. We only know God through God’s revelation. 

We live in a world in which knowledge is power. When you know something 
inside and out, then you have some sort of power over it. With knowledge 
comes familiarity; with familiarity comes complacency; with complacency 
comes contempt. Our understanding of God is not immune to this. Holi-
ness, though, reminds us that our knowledge of God is not complete. Paul 
reminds us that now we only see in part and know in part, but then, in 
eternity, we will see and know God fully (1 Corinthians 13:12).

God’s holiness makes the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus so amaz-
ing. The holy God decides to enter into his creation in order to reveal himself 
to humanity. The God that the prophets struggled to describe, upon whom no 
one could look and live because of God’s holiness, now comes wrapped in 
flesh and blood. The holy, separate God is now the immanent, ever-present 
God as well. The God with whom we could have no relationship because of our 
sin provides an avenue for our forgiveness and a relationship with our creator. 
This is the incredible scandal of the Gospel: it is because of God’s holiness, 
not despite God’s holiness, that Jesus comes to us as one of us. 

¹Clement of Alexandria, “The Stromata, or Miscellanies,” in A. Roberts, J. Donald-
son, & A. C. Coxe (eds.), Fathers of the Second Century: Hermas, Tatian, Athenagoras, 
Theophilus, and Clement of Alexandria (Entire) (Vol. 2, pp. 463–464), Buffalo, NY: 
Christian Literature Company, 1885.

T U E S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 0
EZEKIEL 1
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Leviticus spends almost all its time establishing and giving accounts of the 
new practices and rituals for the newly created People of God. These practices 
and rituals serve many important purposes, including the proper way to wor-
ship God. Israel has spent the last 400 years as slaves in Egyptian captivity. 
The people, their society, how they function, and even how they approach God 
has been fundamentally shaped by this captivity. Now the people are no lon-
ger captives. They have been rescued and delivered by God. So God gives the 
people new guidelines by which to live. These guidelines refocus the identity of 
the people on the nature of God, or what can be described as holy.

God’s holiness, which is intrinsic to his nature as Creator and his com-
pletely separate existence from creation, is often portrayed as good and 
life sustaining (see Isaiah 6, that the “whole earth” is full of his glory). But 
there is a paradox within God’s holiness: while it is good and life giving, it 
can also be dangerous and deadly. This is because God is holy, and any-
thing unholy or impure cannot exist in the holy presence of God. Like impu-
rities in iron when put into a furnace, anything unholy becomes consumed 
by the intensity of God’s holiness. 

When Nadab and Abihu offer “unholy fire” before God, they place their unholy 
act into the presence of God’s holiness. Holiness will always consume and 
overcome what is unholy. In this case, the unholy fire is destroyed, along with 
the ones who brought it. This kind of consequence is not unusual in the Old 
Testament, where approaching God is serious and needs to be done with rev-
erence and care. Moses becomes an intercessor who goes to God on behalf 
of the people. Aaron and the Levites are established as priests to instill the 
reverence, care, and dependence that is appropriate in going before the Lord. 
How people approach and understand God matters.

So how can anyone stand in God’s holy presence? Enter Christ, the one 
who fulfilled all of the prophecies, the one who embodied all of the law, the 
one whose life, death, and resurrection brought salvation and rescue to 
the whole world. Now when God’s people enter into his presence, they do 
so through Jesus. He is our high priest. He is the one who makes us clean. 
Reverence combines with celebration and praise in the presence of Christ. 
Through Christ, the power of God empowers the people of God to live out 
his will and demonstrate his holy nature. 

W E D N E S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 1
LEVITICUS 10:1-3
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A worldly view of grace and love carries little power. They become good 
ideas that we aspire to live out when it works for us. In truth, grace and love 
are part of God’s holy nature. Embracing and living inside God’s grace and 
love is being connected to the source of life and power that is God. This is 
not common. It is sacred. Consider today the power of God made available 
to us through Christ.
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The Church of God has a theological heritage which emphasizes “entire 
sanctification,” a second experience after receiving Jesus’s salvation. In 
this second experience, a believer is filled with the Holy Spirit in a way that 
completely refocuses the course of that person’s life; from that point on, 
he or she will work wholeheartedly to accomplish God’s mission in this 
world. Entire sanctification is all about being completely devoted to the 
Lord. The first few generations of believers in the Church of God called peo-
ple in this situation “holy unto the Lord,” borrowing King James language 
from Leviticus and several other places in scripture.

The last chapter of Leviticus contains several regulations regarding offer-
ings and sacrifices made to God by his people. Throughout the chapter 
runs the idea of “redemption,” that is, buying back what has been offered 
to God, whether an animal, a house, a piece of land, or (in biblical times of 
slavery) a person. In this way, God would still be honored by the sacrifice 
of the worshiper, and the worshiper would still have the use of the offering.

The situation was different, though, for offerings which were “completely 
devoted” or “set apart” for God. These special offerings - described with 
a Hebrew word that otherwise means “utterly destroyed” - could not be 
redeemed at any price. Anything that is fully given over to God is most holy 
to God and must remain under God’s ownership forever.

Entire sanctification is the New Testament equivalent of this state of be-
ing “completely devoted” to God. A person who has been saved by Jesus 
Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit, and given completely over to God is a 
person who belongs - heart, soul, mind, and strength - to God.

In the history of the Church of God, our belief in entire sanctification has 
taken a few different flavors. Sometimes, we have interpreted this to mean 
“completely moral purity,” so we have abstained from anything worldly that 
might pollute our lives: alcohol, movie theaters, playing cards, wedding 
rings, or neckties, just to name a few examples. But entire sanctification 
isn’t about moral purity. It’s about complete devotion to God, union with 
Christ, unending fellowship with the Holy Spirit. 

What’s more, our devotion to God is God’s work, not our own. Read 1 Thes-
salonians 5:23-24 today and ask yourself this question:

How is God asking, prompting, and empowering me to be completely de-
voted to him?

T H U R S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 2
HOLY UNTO THE LORD: LEVITICUS 27:28
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EXODUS 15:1-18, ISAIAH 40:9-31

Many times, when we think about holiness, we begin by thinking of moral 
actions. However, holiness is part of God’s existential nature, and there-
fore it cannot be a moral attribute of God, as if God could choose whether 
or not to be holy (or to behave morally) at any given time. In fact, question-
ing the morality of God is the beginning of pride and can lead to idolatry. 
When we look to the Bible, God’s holiness is not contingent upon God’s 
righteousness or morality. God’s righteousness flows out of God’s identity 
as the holy God, just as our righteousness should flow out of the fact that 
God has made us a holy people. In Exodus 15 we find a song of Moses 
praising God after he has brought them out of Egypt and saved them from 
the pursuing Egyptian army. In verse 11 Moses gives a triad that moves 
from God’s holiness to God’s glory to God’s actions. It is clear from this 
passage (among others) that God’s holiness is revealed not in God’s eth-
ics or morality but in how God is set apart from all creation. There is no one 
like God; that is the point of Moses’s song. Notice that verse 11 begins 
not with the wonders that God works, nor the glory that God has, but with 
God’s holiness.

God’s holiness means that we cannot put God in a box; we cannot think 
God should work or think the way that we would. Isaiah 40 several times 
reminds us of this fact. The prophet tells us that no one has understood 
the mind of God or instructed God. Isaiah also says “no one can fathom” 
God’s understanding. There is no one who can compare to God, because 
God is above all of creation; God is set apart; God is holy.

Do we actually view God this way? If we are being truly honest, then we 
would say, “not often enough.” Many times it feels as if we have God fig-
ured out; we don’t act or talk like we cannot fathom the understanding 
of God. Instead, we discuss the minutiae of what God has done and how 
God works, as if God were a machine, computer program, or math formula. 
When we do this, we forget God’s holy nature. We turn God from the creator 
of the universe into some sort of celestial vending machine. Since we can 
only understand what God has revealed to us, we will have to wait until 
eternity to comprehend God fully - including God’s holiness.

May we be a people who acknowledge that God knows and understands 
things that we cannot here on earth. May we be a people who embrace the 
mystery of a loving God. May we be a people who revel in the scandal of a 
holy God who became one of us, lived, died, and was resurrected for the 
forgiveness of our sins. May we never take our relationship with our holy 
creator for granted.
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I saw the Lord.

Such a simple statement, yet infinitely profound. What must it have been 
like to see the Lord, to stand in the presence of One who is so holy that he 
is surrounded by creatures who dedicate themselves to nothing else but 
spending eternity declaring his holiness to all who draw near? 

For Isaiah, the experience is terrifying. As he gazes on the most high and holy 
One, he can think of nothing but his own inadequacy, his sin and that of his 
people. He knows he is not worthy to be there, yet he does not flee from God’s 
presence. Instead, he cries out in anguish, broken for his sin and desperate 
for the atoning touch of the coal, which brings a painful but necessary purging.

The Lord has a purpose for Isaiah which the prophet could have never 
imagined. Yes, he has sought the Lord and served him, yet he knows there 
is nothing he could ever do to be good enough even to speak to God, much 
less speak for him. Still, when the angel touches the coal to his lips, Isaiah 
knows that the Holy One is leading him to something more than the life he 
has always known. 

When the Lord asks, “Whom shall I send?” something deep inside Isaiah 
compels him to cry out, “Here am I. Send me.” He does not even know 
what the mission is, yet he embraces it wholeheartedly because his en-
counter with God has changed him. A touch from the Holy One has made 
Isaiah holy, set apart for a special purpose. 

Perhaps we have never had a vision of the Lord on his throne, yet each 
of us as believers can point to times when we have “seen the Lord.” The 
question is, how have those experiences changed us? Far too often we 
take those encounters for granted. We love the comfort of approaching a 
familiar God who encourages us to call on him as Father, yet we forget to 
tremble before the throne of the One who dwells in unapproachable light.

We spend time in his presence, but far too often we come away completely 
unchanged. We may for a moment resolve to “try harder” not to sin, but we 
soon settle into a complacency that fools us into believing that our own filth 
is “not that bad.” We may even believe that our good deeds alone earn us 
the right to stand before God without trembling. Then we wonder why our 
service is meaningless and our ministry ineffective, why our loving Heav-
enly Father feels so far away. 

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 4
ISAIAH 6:1-8
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Today, once again, God is inviting us to come into his presence. When we catch 
a glimpse of who He is, we cannot remain the same. May we, like Isaiah, find 
ourselves broken and begging him to cleanse us with the fire of his Holy Spirit, 
the only One who can take away our sin and call us to a greater level of service. 
May his touch make us holy, purified, and set apart for his purpose in a world 
that desperately needs an encounter with our holy, loving, Heavenly King.
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S U N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 5
FINDING GOD IN EVERYDAY THINGS

Melanie Shankle has written a devotional book entitled “Everyday Holy: 
Finding a Big God in Little Moments.” What is your everyday holy? There 
are times when Christians think that the holy things are only found in “holy” 
places – sanctuaries, temples, and places where we worship on Sundays. 
But what if Shankle is right and you can find holy things and holy moments 
in everyday places? What if you could spend your life seeing God as an ac-
tive agent in the little moments and not just in the high and holy moments 
of Sunday worship? After all, we really do not believe in the separation 
of sacred and secular, do we? Everything belongs to God and he can be 
found in even the most unlikely places!

Here’s an idea... After you leave church today, why not spend your day rec-
ognizing the everyday holy things that you come across? Where do you find 
God at the restaurant after church? Why not stick an index card in your Bi-
ble or use the sermon notes section of your bulletin to write down how God 
is present in the “little moments” of normal life? If you’re really ambitious, 
find a notebook or download an app on your phone/tablet that will help you 
record the everyday holy things you might normally miss or pass by. If you 
do this during the week, you may just find holy things and holy moments 
at work, at school, at the store, or around the house. What reminds you of 
who God is and how God works? Where will you find the everyday holy in 
your everyday life?
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“...the ground where you are standing is Holy...”

“...be Holy as I am Holy...”

“...don’t call [that/them] unholy...”

What makes someone or someplace ’holy?’ This Lenten season brings us 
to such a question. As we begin exploring for an answer we are confronted 
again and again with the One who makes the ground, the temple, the peo-
ple, the person Holy. We sing the chorus “Emmanuel,” God with us, during 
Advent, and then as the new year approaches we can promptly forget that 
God is indeed with us. Just as God is with Adam and Eve as they walked in 
the Garden; just as God is with Hagar as she sat in the desert; just as God 
is with Joseph and Paul in prison; just as God is with Lydia by the river; so 
God is with us wherever we go. 

There is a religious belief called Animism. The basic belief in Animism is 
that supernatural power (not attributed to God the Creator) organizes and 
animates the plants and rocks and animals. Animism would not suggest 
that these are possessed, not holy. Yet the God of the universe can make 
the very dirt under our feet, the rocks gathered in remembrance, the bread 
and the cup, the writing desk or the kitchen where a meal is prepared, Holy 
by God’s own presence.

Christian Counseling and Educational Services of Hanover, PA state that 
C. Austin Miles (1868-1946) penned these words while meditating on the 
story of Mary of Magdala as she wept in the garden, on the morning of 
that first Easter:

“I come to the garden alone, While the dew is still on the roses; And the 
voice I hear, falling on my ear, The Son of God discloses. // And He walks 
with me, and He talks with me, And He tells me I am His own; And the joy 
we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known.”

The Holy God who is, invites us to acknowledge Emmanuel, so that God’s 
holiness can be recognized by those around us. May these devotional 
thoughts remind you that the God of all Creation invites all of us to walk, 
sit, work -- to be -- in his presence. Take off your shoes … 

CONTRIBUTORS FOR THIS THEME
Bobby Mihsill, Jenny Mihsill, Joy Sherman, and Shannon New Spangler

F E B R U A R Y  2 6 - M A R C H  1 1 :  H O L Y  G R O U N D
INTRODUCTION BY DR. MARYANN HAWKINS
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“Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.” 
(Genesis 2:7)

After creating the heavens and the earth and all the things in it, the Holy 
God gently began creating out of the dust of the earth. The very idea of it 
seems comical – the great Creator of the universe playing in the dirt. And 
yet here we have a beautiful scene where that Almighty God came close; 
it was a holy moment. God made the dirty dust of the earth holy ground by 
creating humanity. God created with purpose and care, breathed life into 
Adam, and declared it to be “good.”

We are, each one of us, beautifully created beings. While we may not have 
been created like Adam out of the dust of God’s holy ground, we are each 
uniquely created beings, beloved, and full of potential and worth. We are 
good. And what God sees as good, we need to see as valuable. When we 
recognize ourselves as part of God’s holy work, we honor God. As we strive 
to “be holy, as God is holy” we further honor God.

Even when that first man sinned, he was beloved and sought after by God. 
He still had within him that potential for holiness, because he had encoun-
tered the Holy God. When we encounter Holy God, we cannot help but be 
transformed. God comes close to us, shapes us, and breathes into us life. 
The potential is there for us to carry that holiness out.

Do you see yourself as beloved and created with potential for holiness? 
In what ways is God shaping you in this season? How can you rest in the 
knowledge that you are “good”? 

M O N D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 6
ADAM AND EVE IN THE GARDEN (GENESIS 1)
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“Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it!” (Genesis 28:16)

Jacob, on journey to Paddan-aram, stopped at “a certain place” (11) to 
rest for the night. He was leaving behind family to go build one of his own, 
being obedient to his father Isaac’s wishes that he not take a wife from 
among the women of Canaan, but instead find a bride from among his 
mother’s side of the family. Jacob was also leaving behind conflict — he’d 
stolen a birthright from his brother Esau and, in a sense, was “running 
away” from a place that represented both home and hardship. This trip, 
truthfully, was part of his mother Rebekah’s plan to get Jacob out of town 
long enough for Esau’s anger to subside. Though leaving home with his 
father’s blessing, Jacob must have wondered if this was the last time he 
would see this place or these people, and certainly had to wonder if God 
was still on his side, despite his deception.

As Jacob laid his head to a stone pillow for a good night’s sleep, when his 
eyes closed, his mind opened. He dreamed of a ladder stretching to heav-
en, angels ascending and descending and he saw the Lord who spoke to 
Jacob, promising to bless his descendants and saying: “I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land” (28:15). 

On waking, Jacob recognized the presence of God with him. Indeed, it was 
as if this unnamed patch of land was now holy ground. “Surely the LORD 
is in this place, and I did not know it!” Jacob exclaimed. Why such amaze-
ment? Because of the powerful revelation in Jacob’s dream, or because 
in his travel to this lonely space of the land “in between” — between what 
was and what could be — Jacob wondered, was the God of heaven still with 
him, even though he lied and stole from his brother?

The good news is that both are true — God constantly desires to reveal 
those promises to us, in dreams and in waking. God also walks with us, 
even in our failings. Because God is with us always, both in faithfulness 
and failing, we have a great assurance of God’s love. And wherever the 
presence of God is, that space is sacred, that ground is holy. Jacob ac-
knowledged that special truth with the exclamation “How awesome is this 
place!” (17) and then by anointing his stone pillow and setting it up as an 
altar to that sacred time and space, calling it “Bethel” or “house of God.”

Perhaps it’s time we begin to memorialize the sacred spaces where we’ve 
met God on journey, and acknowledge that wherever God is, it is holy. 
Whether walking in pain or in view of God’s promise, it isn’t our circum-
stance that makes ground holy, but God. 

T U E S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 7
JACOB’S DREAM (GENESIS 28)
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One day Moses was tending his father-in-law’s sheep and going about his 
mundane routine. On that day, something caught Moses’ eye and made 
him curious. It was a blazing bush, and it was not consumed. “Moses 
turned aside to get a better look at this great sight,” and at that moment, 
he encountered God. Moses was standing on Holy Ground.

Moses converses with God and learns that God was “the God of his father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” After God 
was revealed, God called Moses to be a representative to God’s people 
and to the Egyptians. Moses was given the task of a diplomat to discuss 
the terms and conditions of the release of God’s people who were op-
pressed by the Egyptians. Moses reacted by pointing out to God that he 
was not the man for the job, and he kept making excuses about his inad-
equacy. God promised to be present with Moses. Moses was not going to 
bring the people of Israel out of Egypt by himself; God was going to help 
him through it all.

Commentator Terence E. Fretheim states, “The ground on which Moses 
was standing was not already Holy, it became Holy because of the pres-
ence of God.” As followers of Jesus Christ, we can be standing on Holy 
Ground every day if we choose to enter into an intimate time with God. We 
can be present on Holy Ground because God has already invited us. When 
we come into a time of silence and prayer on Holy Ground, we can start to 
see the heart of God. God wants to liberate us from fear, from the oppres-
sions of sins and darkness, and God wants us to know that we are loved.

When we stand on Holy Ground, God can call us and equip us to do un-
fathomable tasks. God may call us just as Moses was called, to be a voice 
to those who have no voice, to spread the hope of Christ to the hopeless, 
to care for the widows and orphans or to love our neighbors as ourselves.

How would you respond to the call, especially when the task might seem 
daunting? We may present numerous excuses as to why we are not qual-
ified for the task. But, as God reminded Moses, we are not doing this by 
ourselves. God promised to be present with us.  

W E D N E S D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 8
MOSES AND THE BURNING BUSH (EXODUS 3)
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“If you return to the LORD with all your heart, remove the foreign gods… 
direct your hearts to the LORD and serve him alone; and he will deliver 
you…” (1 Samuel 7:3) 

Sometimes holy ground has to be unearthed before it’s recognized. When 
Israel’s Ark of the Covenant was taken by the Philistines in battle (see 
1 Samuel 4), Israel wrongly assumed their military defeats and personal 
problems were a result of the lack of the Ark’s presence among them. But 
the presence of the Ark did not always equal the presence of a holy God.

Wrong living and disobedience distanced Israel from the God they said they 
worshiped, much like it does with us. Therefore, no symbol could replace God’s 
presence among them… or us. Israel believed if the Ark returned to their camp, 
the easy fix for all their problems would arrive with it. Similarly, sometimes we 
think just a little “church” or a little “Bible” will do the same for us.

Instead, Samuel who served as prophet and judge of Israel, called the people’s 
attention to a greater issue: their unrighteousness before the Lord. Right living 
was buried beneath worship of false gods and allegiances to other things. 
Samuel’s challenge to the people to “return to the Lord with all your heart” 
wasn’t a cure to get the Ark back, but a call to invite God back into their midst. 

When Samuel dug up the sin Israel tried to hide, God’s people responded 
to what was uncovered. A drink offering, a national fast and corporate con-
fession of sin was the result. Israel recognized their need not for the Ark, 
but for the Presence it represented. They invited God to come among them 
once again and make them holy.

Like Israel, at times our need to experience holy ground isn’t about a place, 
but a person. Sometimes God wants to break ground in us, to expose the 
hidden things that separate us from God and invite us to respond in repen-
tance and honest confession of our need for mercy and help. 

As the nation repented, Israel was ravaged again by the Philistines, but this 
time “the Lord thundered with a great thunder on that day” and the ene-
my army was defeated. To remember God’s presence with them, Samuel 
anointed a stone which he named Ebenezer, saying: “Thus far the Lord has 
helped us” (12). This is holy ground!

T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  1
SAMUEL AND THE EBENEZER (1 SAMUEL 7)
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The Lord, the Holy One, was Israel’s help. Not the Ark. Not even Samuel, the 
judge. In God’s presence, there could be no unholy thing - no idol, no artifact, 
no attitude. When Israel finally set aside everything else and chose to serve 
God alone, they unearthed the most precious treasure of all - the authen-
tic presence of the living God. What might God be unearthing in you? What 
ground must God break so that you experience God’s holy presence?
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F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  2
TWELVE STONES (JOSHUA 4)

We can only imagine what the Israelites were thinking when they were pre-
paring to cross the Jordan River. God was going to help Joshua and the 
Israelites cross the Jordan River as God had helped Moses cross the Red 
Sea. The priests carried the Tabernacle, which was a sign of God’s pres-
ence. As they cross the river, they were amazed at how God had stopped 
the water from flowing. After all of the people had crossed the river, God 
instructed Joshua to “select twelve people, one from each tribe,” to pick up 
twelve stones and place them at their camps. This was to be a reminder to 
the Israelites about what God did that day.

God can use a significant moment in our lives, such as a son watching his 
father who was a former alcoholic now being baptized, to testify of how 
God has been faithful to the prayers of his people. Other times, God uses 
a simple moment, such as having a conversation about food or music with 
a stranger from a different faith, to remind us that God loves humanity. 
Those moments are markers that God uses to help remind us that he was 
present, is present, and will always be present. Those markers are holy 
moments that we can come back to again and again to remind us of who 
God is and what has been done for us personally and as a community.

Just as God commanded Joshua to place those twelve stones as markers, 
the markers in our lives can be testimonies of our faith and what God 
has done for us. As we share our story with others, we lead them to Holy 
Ground where God was present in that story, and God is present now as 
we share this story.

What are some stories that we can come back to that will help us see the 
faithfulness of God? Are we willing to share our stories with others so they 
can experience Jesus as well?
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The Israelites struggled as they sought the Promised Land, which was liter-
ally land set apart for them as a holy nation. In Judges 6, the Israelites are 
oppressed by the Midianites, and this nation of Yahweh’s people hid in caves 
and in mountains (6:2). When the Israelites planted on the land, the Midian-
ites uprooted it, killing their livestock, ravaging their space. Why did the Lord 
allow this? Through the Lord’s prophet, it is explained why the Lord allowed this 
suffering. The Israelites were commanded to worship the Lord, not other gods; 
but, the Lord says, “You have not given heed to my voice.” (6:10)

We are all influenced by our culture, our neighbors, the voices in our world 
that often drown out the voice of the Lord, who reminds us, “You have not 
given heed to my voice.” In some instances, we choose to ignore the voice 
of the Lord; in other cases, the noise from the world makes it impossible 
to hear the voice of God.

But Gideon hears, and he obeys. When the Lord commands Gideon to pull 
down the statue to Baal, Gideon does so by night. The possible repercussions 
of the reclamation of land for the Lord are frightening; Gideon fears the reac-
tions of his family and the townspeople (6:27). The people react by threaten-
ing Gideon’s life, yet Gideon’s father says to let Baal defend himself. In the 
following verses, the Lord defends himself by using Gideon, yet not by allowing 
Gideon to even have the possibility of taking credit for the victory. Gideon’s 
army is diminished from 32,000 soldiers to 300 soldiers. Gideon and his men 
could never take credit for a victory; a miracle from the hand of the Lord, the 
defense of the one true God, could only come from Yahweh.

It is the space in Gideon’s own heart, his own decision to heed the voice of 
the Lord, that makes this holy ground where the Lord reigns. When Gideon 
decides to obey and then takes the outward action of pulling down the 
altar to Baal, there is space for holy ground. When Gideon heeds the voice 
of the Lord and diminishes the army, the way is paved for the Lord to lead 
the Israelites to victory, to claim the holy ground.

Similar battles are waged in our own minds. Struggles such as those Gide-
on faced rage in our own hearts. The ground for which the Enemy battles 
is the same ground for which the Lord battles. But the battle takes place 
inside, and our actions reflect which voices we’ve listened to, which victor 
has gained ground in our lives. 

S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  3
GIDEON’S CALL (JUDGES 6)
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Gideon and his army undoubtedly had the hand of the Holy God on them. 
There was no possibility that they could have claimed the victory over the en-
emy for themselves; Gideon chose to obey, and the victory was the Lord’s.

In what instances do we struggle most with listening to the voice of the 
Lord? Have we trusted the Lord completely, allowing our hearts to be spac-
es of holy ground? Have we given the Lord the credit for the victory?



HOLINESS HOLY GROUND31

S U N D A Y ,  M A R C H  4
ENCOUNTERING GOD IN EVERYDAY LIFE

We encounter the Holy God through creation. The grandeur of the moun-
tains, the detail in a blade of grass, the intricacies of physical and per-
sonality attributes in each human being. We are surrounded by God’s cre-
ation. What makes our encounters with everyday creation an encounter 
with the Holy God? Encounters with the Holy God come when we recognize 
God’s presence in these elements.

Recognizing the holiness of the Almighty God in the creation around us 
allows us to be encouraged by the goodness and power of God. This gives 
us a renewed trust in God, knowing that the One who created the oceans, 
hung the stars, and grew each plant on the earth is the same One who 
cares for each of us. The Lord can be trusted with the miniscule details just 
as the Lord is Creator of the grandest elements of nature.

Not all encounters that we have with our environment are beautiful and 
awe-inspiring. We have allowed destruction and deterioration in our world, 
and these can manifest themselves in ugly ways. But it is in these experi-
ences that we ask God to be present in the difficult places, in the mundane 
daily routines, in the everyday situations where our patience is tested. We 
invite the Lord to transform us so that we can be a witness of our good 
Creator when we encounter others along the way.

When a task seems daunting, when stretching beyond comfort is taking 
place in our lives, when pain enters, recall the Lord’s faithfulness -- in 
the Scriptures, in your life, in the lives of others. Remember the stories, 
and say a prayer for the presence of God to be real to you today. And 
then encourage someone else by reminding them that our Creator is 
holy and good.
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Are there times when we do not recognize the voice, the work, the pres-
ence of Jesus, even though these may be right in front of us?

On the road to Emmaus, two men spoke of events, of meaning, of “hear-
say,” but they did not recognize the one to whom they spoke. Jesus, in the 
flesh, walked along the road with two men. First, he listened to them, and 
then he spoke. Jesus spoke of the plan (vv. 25-27) and then showed them 
the power of the Holy God to carry out God’s will (v. 30). 

The men invited Jesus to go on with them, to stay with them. It was not until 
Jesus broke the bread that “their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him” (v. 31). This symbol of Christ’s life as a sacrifice teaches us who Je-
sus really is — obedient to the Father, giving all out of love. These two men 
learned about the Master from the Master. This glimpse into the person of 
Jesus surely impacted them greatly.

In our normal, everyday discussions, how often do we talk of events, of 
meaning, of “hearsay,” but fail to recognize Jesus, and miss the plan and 
the power of the Holy God? Jesus broke the bread, he gave his life as a 
sacrifice for our sins. Do we recognize, truly comprehend, this gift? 

Do we invite Jesus to walk with us — into places of uncertainty, fear, ques-
tioning? Jesus did not promise us that we would be without pain, without 
suffering, without loss. Jesus did promise us that he would be with us, 
walking beside us, through it all. At times, we may become so focused on 
other events — whether they be pain or loss, or simply distractions in our 
world — that we do not look up to see Jesus there before us, walking with 
us. We have read that he is there, and our heads know it, but our hearts 
are not open to seeing him. Do we give him the space to reveal himself as 
Master? Do we listen? Jesus himself wants to open our eyes to who he 
truly is so we can get a glimpse of his face.

M O N D A Y ,  M A R C H  5
ROAD TO EMMAUS: OPEN EYES (LUKE 24)
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What would it look like if we learned to love our enemies and pray for those 
who persecute us? Acts 9 tells us a story of Ananias, a disciple of Jesus 
Christ who was living in Damascus. During that time period, Christians 
were going through great persecution under the Roman emperor, Nero. 
One day, God spoke to Ananias in a vision, asking him to go “to the street 
called Straight, and look for a man named Saul” (v. 11). Ananias would 
have to lay his hands on Saul and pray so that he might regain his sight.

Now, Saul was a man who was feared among the early first-century Christians 
because he was persecuting them under Emperor Nero. In Acts 9, it tells us 
that there was a bright light from the sky and Saul fell to the ground. Saul en-
countered Jesus in such a powerful way that he was a changed man. Ananias 
had heard stories about the horrors that Saul had committed against Chris-
tians. So, you can imagine Ananias was afraid. God gave him a mission which 
may have been seen as impossible. Yet, Ananias obeyed God and went and 
laid hands on Saul and his sight was restored.

This story gives us hope because God can change the vilest of human 
beings. What is more interesting is that Ananias was willing to take the risk 
and obey God rather than give in to the fear of being killed. He knew who 
Jesus was, and he trusted Jesus. Ananias was called to go and pray for his 
enemy who had been persecuting his brothers and sisters in Christ.

In Luke 6:27-28, Jesus challenges us to love our enemies, to do good 
to those who hate us, bless those who curse us, and pray for those who 
abuse us. What an incredible challenge for us as followers of Christ in this 
day and age. God is holy and has unconditional love for each one of us. 
Theologian R.R. Byrum states , “God is holy in the sense that his inner 
character is one of perfect goodness.” We are called to be holy as our 
Father in Heaven is holy. We are called to love our neighbors as ourselves, 
because God loves all human beings.

May we pray that God gives us strength as we learn to pray for those who 
have hurt us, abused us, cursed us, hate us. May we be like Ananias, 
trusting and obeying God, even when the things that God is telling us to do 
don’t make sense to us. May we be bold to pray for our enemies and be 
more like Christ.

T U E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  6
CONVERSION OF SAUL (ACTS 9)



34 HOLINESSHOLY GROUND

“Again, a voice came to him a second time, ’What God has cleansed, no 
longer consider unholy!” (Acts 10:15)

Beauty may be in the eye of the beholder, but holy is not, unless that eye 
belongs to the Lord. For a long time, the Church offered its versions of ho-
liness to a watching world and, depending on the flavor of the fellowship, 
the road to holy living looks different to many.

It certainly did in the apostle Peter’s time. The story of the newborn church 
in Acts tells of a time when Jewish believers (those observing circumcision 
and kosher eating) had a set of rules to follow, while Gentiles, new to the 
story of God and the freedom found in Jesus, wanted to operate by anoth-
er. Peter found himself caught in the conundrum when summoned to the 
home of an Italian centurion, Cornelius.

“You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associ-
ate with a foreigner or to visit him,” Peter remarked (10:28). For Peter and 
other Jewish believers, to engage in any way with Cornelius would make 
him “unclean” — that is, Peter would render himself inaccessible to a “holy 
God” by coming into contact with a Gentile, an unholy person. Yet by the 
testimony of many, Cornelius was a “righteous and God-fearing man well 
spoken of by the entire nation of Jews” (10:22). Therein lay the problem. 

Peter was serious about observing the laws of God, so much so that he 
could have missed a great opportunity to share the Gospel. Instead, know-
ing his proclivity for keeping the law, God revealed to Peter in a prayerful 
vision that Peter’s version of holiness still fell short of God’s. “What God 
has cleansed, no longer consider unholy!” In other words, what God be-
holds as holy, you can too!

There is incredible freedom in recognizing that God’s standards are the 
only right standards for holiness. Peter, in his hunger, was worried about 
which food was holy, so God used a vision of all kinds of food to communi-
cate a bigger message: I am the One who determines what is holy to me.

The best part of letting God decide — God chooses to love us all… Jew, 
Greek, slave, free, male, female (Galatians 3:28). Through Christ, God not 
only shows us the standard of holiness, but allows us to participate in the 
pursuit of that life together (Ephesians 2:13-22). In fact, through his death 
on the cross, Christ makes it possible for us, outsiders like Cornelius, to 
experience the joy of being counted as citizens of God’s household, corpo-
rately “growing into a holy temple in the Lord” (Ephesians 2:21).

W E D N E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  7
PETER AND CLEAN VS. UNCLEAN (ACTS 10)
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Up on a rooftop, God redefined holy ground for Peter. Up on the cross, God 
redefined holy ground for all of us. God’s heart is that we strive to keep it 
that way, and not cloud the way with our own version of holiness.
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T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  8
CONVERSION OF LYDIA (ACTS 16:11-15)

“A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; 
she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord 
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.” (Acts 16:14)

The disciples had been traveling far and wide, they were bringing with 
them their witness of Jesus Christ. When they stopped at Philippi they 
came across a woman by the name of Lydia. Lydia was a religious woman, 
a “worshipper of God.” However, the implication is that she had not yet 
experienced a life-changing encounter with the Holy Spirit. As she listed to 
the apostles speak, “the Lord opened her heart” and she was baptized.

For each believer there is that moment, an encounter with the Divine that 
leaves us forever transformed. Until we allow the Holy Spirit to change us, 
we remain as we were: religious, perhaps worshippers, but not disciples.

Over the years, this change has been expressed in a variety of ways. Paul 
talks about it as a “peace that passes all understanding.” John Wesley 
said that his heart had been “strangely warmed.” In the hymn He Touched 
Me we sing, “Something happened, and now I know.” When we experience 
the Holy Spirit in a real way something happens, and this is what trans-
pired in Lydia in Acts 16. Something happened in her that changed her life 
and her future.

The Holy Spirit is the power of God at work; it is being moved and shaken 
to our core. When people encounter God, something happens. If you have 
truly encountered God, you know that this is absolutely true.

This is that moment Lydia went from knowing of God to knowing God. It 
is the movement from acquaintance to relationship. And it only happens 
when we encounter God in a real way.

Have you experienced God in a real way? Do you know God or simply know 
of God? Are you willing for God to open your heart?
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The story of the woman at the well is the story of the holy encountering 
the unholy. The Holy Son of God, Jesus, meets a woman who is outcast by 
society, one considered “sinful.” Jesus approached the woman to ask for a 
drink, knowing that he is the one who can give her living water.

Jesus took the first step. Jesus spoke to the woman first. It is always God 
who comes to us. As 1 John 4:19 declares, “We love because he first loved 
us.” A holy, loving God chose to be revealed to us through Christ, though we 
are sinful. Jesus made the ground holy, the ground on which we encounter 
God, and we are commanded, “be holy as I am holy.”

But God’s step toward us does not complete the relationship. We must be 
willing to respond to God, to accept the living water that Jesus offers and 
to walk forward trusting that Jesus is who he says he is and will do what 
he says he will do. Did the Samaritan woman struggle with this? Consider 
her past, her life situation. As author Paul Louis Metzger notes, “A lot of 
men have made promises to her in exchange for something. No doubt she 
is a little jaded.” Jesus is offering grace to the Samaritan woman; this is 
neither a deal to be made, nor a promise in exchange for something. This 
is unearned, unfathomable, unmatched grace. And the result for the one 
who trusts? Freedom. A new life. A life lived in Christ in which one is no 
longer required to thirst or to search elsewhere.

For those who may have grown up in the church, who have been part of 
a movement that emphasizes holiness, we may, on occasion, need to be 
reminded of the how and the why. We are holy because God is holy. We are 
holy not for the purpose of earning a place in the kingdom, not because 
we can trade our “goodness” for a cup of living water. We are holy because 
God has made us holy, set apart for God’s purposes, according to God’s 
will, and only by God’s grace.

Lord God, the one and only Good Father, remind us today that we are 
sinners saved by your grace. We thank you that we can enter into your 
presence on holy ground and that we can drink from the living water only 
because of your sacrifice and your grace. Forgive us for forgetting that it 
is nothing we have done, nothing we have been, that has caused us to 
earn your grace. Instead, it is because of you that we live holy, changed, 
cleansed lives, committed to following your holy will. Help us to live into all 
you have called us to be. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  9
WOMAN AT THE WELL (JOHN 4)
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“Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end.” (John 13:1)

In John 13-17, Jesus is in the Upper Room with the disciples. He washed 
their feet and ate with them. After dinner Jesus shared with the disciples 
instructions, he told them what was to come, and he encouraged them, 
letting them know that they would have to continue his work. 

Among the teachings in the upper room, Jesus shares the promise of the 
Holy Spirit (John 14). To this point, the disciples have been present with 
Jesus — who was Emmanuel, God with us. They had experienced the very 
presence of God! Whether they understood it or not, the disciples had 
been walking in the presence of God for several years.

But Jesus was about to leave, so in that upper room, Jesus shared with 
them the reality of what was imminent. He also comforted their fears with 
the promise of an Advocate, the Holy Spirit, which would come.

That evening Jesus promised the Holy Spirit, but even before the Spirit 
came, the disciples were encountering Christ in a sacred way, in a sacred 
space, in a sacred moment — it was holy ground. It was there in the Upper 
Room that Christ reveals that he and God are one. How many of us long to 
have been in that upper room?

We know that the promise of the Holy Spirit was later fulfilled, the presence 
of God effectively sweeping over the midst of the disciples. Looking over 
the scriptures we see that there are many ways in which the disciples 
encountered Holy God.

We do not have to wait to encounter God or be in the presence of holy. We 
must simply allow ourselves to be caught up in the ever present Spirit of 
the Living God. God is waiting to be present with us, we must open our-
selves up to it.

How can you allow the Holy Spirit to be present with you? 

S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 0
SUPPER IN THE UPPER ROOM (JOHN 13-17)
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Listen to God Speaking by Mandisa:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZI2gOBvBHk

In the chorus we hear this question: Who knows how he’ll get ahold of us? 
Get our attention to prove he is enough? He’ll do and he’ll use whatever 
he wants to, to tell us “I love you.” What if the places in our lives that we 
would normally ignore could be God speaking moments? Would that be 
holy ground? Absolutely! What does that mean for us? 

God can be revealed in every moment of every day if we are willing to expe-
rience it. Any place where we are can be holy ground if we encounter God 
in that place. A walk through a local park, admiring the changing foliage. 
A chance conversation with a perfect stranger. Even a “found rock” that’s 
been placed by a child. As you consider the reality of holy ground, take 15 
minutes today to sit in an absolutely normal and everyday location. Be still 
and wait for God. Allow God to speak to you in that place and experience 
holy ground.

As you learn to listen to “God Speaking,” in the tradition of the Quakers, 
pay attention to what you notice. Honor what you are drawn to, and press 
into the unanticipated revelation of God’s presence right there. Celebrate 
his uniqueness in the uniform ant colony, or the variety of sizes and shapes 
of trees. Close your eyes and hear the multitude of sounds and celebrate 
the gift of hearing your community. Or consider returning to a particularly 
memorable place in your journey. Pile some small stones there, much like 
Joshua or Jacob. Acknowledge where the regular and revered have inter-
sected. Honor the space where your heart was strangely warmed by the 
unseen presence of God.

As you continue towards Holy Week, open yourself up more and more to 
the miraculous in the mundane. Look for God in the normal places, the 
unexpected places. God is ever present; be encouraged by that truth.

S U N D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 1
HOLY GROUND AND HOLY GOD
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Having been reared in the Church of God (Anderson), holiness was a con-
cept affirmed with regularity. I was taught that holiness was primarily about 
separation: separation from the world, separation from sin and sinful ac-
tivities, etc. However, several years ago I found myself thinking about holi-
ness in light of Jesus’s cross and resurrection. Scripture presents Jesus’s 
death, resurrection and ascension as central and essential to whom Jesus 
is and what he does as the Son of God. Yet, that means that the cross, 
resurrection, and ascension of Jesus are central and essential to who God 
is, since Jesus is the trustworthy revelation of God.

Scripture leads us to confess that God is holy, so how is the complex of 
the cross expressive, or better yet, demonstrative of God’s holiness? This 
led me to another question: how is God different from us; what sets God 
apart as holy? What if the cross of Jesus constitutes the concretion of 
God’s holiness in space and time? We often perceive of God’s holiness 
and difference from God’s creatures in metaphysical terms (God is all pow-
erful or omnipotent, all-knowing or omniscient), so God is not limited in any 
manner like we who live in space and time. However, when we begin with 
the cross as the location from which to perceive God’s holiness, we come 
away with a very different picture of God. God’s holiness is not an abstract 
divine quality but is instead the enacted love of God for a rebellious and 
marred creation. God’s holiness did not drive Jesus away from sinners, but 
into their very midst, as these were whom he sought to redeem and heal.

This has implications for us as we seek to understand what the biblical 
mandate to be holy as God is holy (1 Peter 1:16). In what way may we 
seek to engage this new being that strives and desires to live a holy life? 
I believe it comes about because God releases us from our bondage to 
self. As John Webster observes, “‘Holiness’ and ‘freedom’ are correlative 
terms: my sanctification is my emancipation.”2 For what are we freed? We 
are freed to seek to understand what it means to live in love for our neigh-
bor as an expression of our love for God. That is the possibility now made 
possible through the indwelling and the empowering in us by the self-same 
Spirit that pervaded the life and ministry of Jesus. It is in this way that we 
anticipate the Spirit’s conforming us as those for whom Jesus sanctified 
himself (John 17:15-19): “…that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in 
me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me.” (John 17:20b-21)

CONTRIBUTORS FOR THIS THEME
John Mattern, Amanda Daniel, Ryan Carrell, Thomas Horrocks

²John Webster, Holiness (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2003), 92.

M A R C H  1 2 - 2 4 :  H O L Y  P E O P L E
INTRODUCTION BY DR. GREG ROBERTSON
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The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ brought salvation to all. With 
salvation, God gives hope, an imperishable inheritance, and protection. As 
God’s people, we know salvation, we respond to salvation with love, and we 
discover indescribable joy. Inside of faith, God works to bring about the sal-
vation of our souls. All that we are, were, and will be become intertwined with 
God’s will and truth. This incredible truth requires a response.

Peter gives a framework of response. The nature of God and his work through 
Christ will change us. As God’s people, we eagerly prepare ourselves to receive 
and proclaim God’s true nature. This is Peter’s call to holiness. 

Holiness is not about future glory. Holiness is about today. It is about God’s 
continuing work in people who intentionally pursue him and his will. It is 
possible for Christians to get so caught up in heaven and the coming glory 
that they miss the glorious work God wants to do right now. 

Peter’s call to holiness connects how we think, what we do, and our hope 
for the future to obedience. There is such a thing as a Christ-filled life: a 
life in which our desires mirror the desires of Christ. A life without Christ is 
defined by ignorance of the truth, enslavement to desire, and the futility of 
conforming to a world without purpose. The Christ-filled life is a gift and a 
privilege. It is new life lived in a new way. 

To be holy is to be different. To be a Christian is to accept the great privi-
lege and responsibility of being God’s hands and feet in a world apart from 
him. A Christian is not like everyone else. Our identity is rooted in the reality 
of our creation and salvation. We are God’s people. Through us, others will 
see God, his grace, and his salvation.

Perhaps a reminder is needed. Holiness is not an oppressive list of rules 
and regulations that a follower of Jesus must adhere to in order to keep 
God happy. Holiness is a gift and an opportunity. We get to take on the 
very nature of God and proclaim who he is to all. What a beautiful picture 
of purpose and life! Maybe today is a good day to rethink how we approach 
obedience as God’s people. The definition of holiness must be always root-
ed in the nature of God. Let us never settle for anything less.

M O N D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 2
1 PETER 1:13-16
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God chose you. God chose you before you were born. God chose you be-
fore your parents met. God chose you before he sent his Son to the earth 
to erase the damage humanity had caused between him and his creation. 
God chose you before the beginning of time. Paul’s language in Ephesians 
simply functions to give us assurance of God’s purposes for us. God’s 
choice of us was a free decision. It was not dependent on temporal cir-
cumstances but rooted in the depths of his nature. “To say that election 
in Christ took place before the foundation of the world is to underline that 
it was provoked not by historical contingency or human merit, but solely 
by God’s sovereign grace.”3 God’s grace in choosing you was not to make 
life on earth easier; his intent was to make you holy so that the severed 
relationship with creation could be restored. God’s nature seen through his 
offer of grace is to bring us back to him. God chose us for this identity - this 
beautiful, God-glorifying, growth-through-grace identity. 

This identity of a holy chosen child was not for the saints, the elite, or 
those who have time on their hands, but for all. This chosen identity was 
for the single mom working two jobs to make ends meet. This holiness call 
is for the couple that cannot conceive a child. This identity is for the child 
growing up in an orphanage. This identity was chosen by God before the 
beginning of time for all. God loved you so much that he chose you before 
time began, and he chose you for a purpose. 

This chosen identity should motivate us to not let holiness become a sec-
ondary goal. Your holiness is God’s supreme purpose for your life. And if it 
is God’s supreme purpose then it should become our supreme purpose. 
It should not take a back seat to our identities in marriage, parenthood, 
careers, or church life. Our pursuit of holiness should lead us to all of 
those other identities. We should pursue holiness because God chose that 
identity for us. 

Because God chose you, you can be holy. So, who is called to be holy? You 
are. I am. The church is. 

³ Word Biblical Commentary.

T U E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 3
EPHESIANS 1:4-6
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God promises you a relationship. You are his son or daughter. He wants 
to walk with you and live with you. That is his promise. That promise of 
God’s relationship, displayed in 2 Corinthians 6, is based on the Chris-
tians’ pursuit of holiness or separate living. Paul specifically is encour-
aging the Corinthians to be separate from the ways of the world. The 
world they come from has people who are searching for their hearts to 
be filled. Their search has lead them to pagan worship, child sacrifice, 
sexual immorality, and many other sins that deviate from God’s whole-
ness. God’s promise, however, leads to a relationship of completeness 
when we pursue him over the world. 

Our pursuit of God must be more important than our pursuit of this world. 
“Paul’s exhortation to be separate stops short of exhorting them to be-
come recluses. What Paul apparently had in mind was the breaking of 
’spiritual ties’ with the Gentile world. Until that was accomplished, God’s 
promises remained stifled. The tie with the world had to be broken so that 
the temple of God would be pure.” God promises to be our Father, to live 
with us, and walk among us. This is only possible when we pursue God 
over our pursuit of this world. Holiness is cultivated in our relationship with 
God. We pursue God over the world because of our deep desire for whole-
ness and our reverence for God.

“God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him” (1 John 4:16). Abiding with God is where our relationship begins. 
Abiding with God is where we separate ourselves from the world. Abiding 
with God is where holiness begins. Set aside some time today to abide 
with God. Sit in his presence. Soak in his love. Clam your place as his son 
or daughter and walk with him.

W E D N E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 4
2 CORINTHIANS 6:16B-7:1
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Pursuing holiness is hard. If we are honest, giving in to our flesh is easier 
than abiding with the Spirit. So why should we pursue holiness? We should 
pursue holiness because there is so much joy in being right where God 
wants us to be. When we pursue God and his holiness, we have abounding 
joy. There are so many other good reasons why we should pursue holiness 
- Jesus died to give us righteousness, our intimacy with God depends on it, 
because other people are watching us, and more - but joy is one of those 
results we often miss. To resist holiness or to be half-hearted about its 
pursuit is to forfeit true joy and to settle for something less than we were 
created for.

The Psalmists were writing to those who no longer had the safety of a Da-
vidic reign. Instead, they were in exile, in a country they didn’t recognize. 
Life was neither easy nor good, yet the Psalmist called for the people to 
be devoted to Yahweh anyway. They had an assurance of a great King who 
reigns and cares for his own. When God’s people pursue his holiness, 
there is joy regardless of the circumstances. 

Jesus was headed in the same direction with his thoughts found in John 
15. Our joy is complete when we follow God’s commands. However hard 
the Christian life is, there is joy in both the journey and in the goal. There 
is joy in doing the right thing. We are redeemed sinners, and if we abide in 
Jesus and pursue the holiness and righteousness he died to give us, then 
we can find true joy. 

Are you lacking in joy today? If so, maybe you need to refresh your pursuit 
of the vine and his holiness. Read all of John 15:1-17 for more about this 
relationship between the vine and the branches.

T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 5
PSALM 45:7; PSALM 97:11; JOHN 15:10-11
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Salvation has meaning. Peter describes the blood of Jesus as a ransom 
paid to set us free. What was once destined for death is now destined 
for life. The perishable has become imperishable, all because of Christ, 
in whom we place our hope, find our purpose for today, and discover our 
destiny for eternity. 

As people now defined by an imperishable and eternal life, our attitudes 
and actions take on new significance. The days of “it doesn’t matter what 
I do or say” are gone. We are not unimportant, weak, and insignificant. We 
are set free by the very blood and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. We need to 
learn reverence of God to gain a grip on how to live this new life. Reverence 
or the “fear of God” is the constant awareness of God’s presence. Our 
lives are not to be thrown away or wasted. The Lord is paying attention. He 
knows not only our actions but also the heart behind them. Within rever-
ence of God, we find significance. Our lives have tremendous importance 
because God is present with us. We have the capacity to act in ways that 
the Holy Spirit uses to set others free, to redefine relationships, and to 
redeem literally anything.

God’s presence is always couched in love. It was love that sent Christ to 
us. It was love that sent Christ to the cross. Salvation cannot be under-
stood apart from our loving God. Reverence for God in the awareness of 
his presence causes us to be tuned to his love. Therefore, we are to love 
each other genuinely and truthfully. The gift of holiness is a gift of love. As 
we experience God’s love in God’s presence, we see the love of God for 
others and join in.

There is struggle here. Love gets defined in all sorts of ways. The motive 
of love can sometimes be perverted into selfish manipulation of others. 
Churches are not always known for their love. Christians do not always act 
in a manner consistent with love. So what do we do? Perhaps the answer 
is not a well-developed argument or even a verbal profession. The best 
answer to give an unloving world is a love-centered heart and mind. Who 
needs the love of God? How can we live out his love today?

F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 6
1 PETER 1:17, 22
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Timothy and Paul are deeply connected. They worked together. Paul sent 
Timothy into difficult situations to be a voice for Christ inside of chaos and 
division. Timothy was not weak. Paul’s words to Timothy are not easy words 
to give or to hear. 

Paul is inviting Timothy into suffering. Paul writes to Timothy from a prison 
in Rome. The ministry of Paul has never been easy. He suffered beatings, 
imprisonment, abandonment, conflict, and efforts to discredit his witness. 
He would die without ceremony, most likely in Rome. Yet Paul considers 
all of this suffering worth it. The Gospel is worth any and all suffering that 
might come. God’s work and God’s glory cannot be taken away. In fact, 
how followers of Christ face suffering speaks loudly about the God they 
serve. Paul’s words to Timothy are encouraging. The Gospel is worth it. 
God is worth it. Keep going. Keep living. Keep spreading the message of 
Christ. This holy calling is worth whatever suffering and pain may come.

So how do Paul and Timothy endure? They understand that God and his 
work are greater than themselves. They choose to trust God and rely on 
him in all situations. There is power is this trust. It causes Paul and Tim-
othy to be different, to be set apart, and to live lives of significance. God 
saves us. God calls us. God gives grace and purpose to us. Timothy needs 
this encouragement. Sometimes relying on the power of God feels risky. 
It means that we set aside our own ability to control things and trust in 
his. The courage and strength of Christ overcomes our fear. We live know-
ing that our God is greater than: greater than suffering, greater than loss, 
greater than abandonment, greater than those who would discredit us.

How do people embrace the humility that guides us to grace, strength, and 
courage? Perhaps it is a question of weight and value. Do we give more 
weight and value to our sense of safety, control, and knowledge than we 
give to the calling and power of God? What if playing it safe was not the 
most godly or holy action? How often do our personal wants or perceived 
needs trump God’s will for our lives? In other words, how willing are we to 
abandon the way of Christ in favor of personal safety, stability, wealth, or 
preference?

When we see life as a calling from the Lord that is understood through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Christ, we can endure and thrive. If it is not 
all about us, than we can see God at work in all things. Paul encourages 
Timothy to keep going. We are encouraged to do the same. Let us be true 
to God’s calling and see where the Lord will lead.

S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 7
2 TIMOTHY 1:8B-9
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WWJD. For many of us, those letters conjure up images of gimmicky woven 
bracelets and judgmental youth group kids. Unfortunately, the over-com-
mercialized “What Would Jesus Do” movement of the 1990s may have 
done more harm than good, but the foundational concept is worth recon-
sidering. If, as we are attempting to demonstrate in this devotional, Christ-
likeness is the goal of genuine Christian holiness, then considering what 
Jesus would do in any given situation really might be the most practical 
approach to holiness.

In 1896, a minister by the name of Charles Sheldon penned the popular 
novel In His Steps. The book emerged from a series of Sunday evening 
sermons he delivered to his congregation with the goal of helping people 
actually base their everyday decisions on what they believed Jesus would 
do in a similar situation. In the novel, Rev. Henry Maxwell challenges his 
congregation at the First Church of Raymond to take a one-year pledge in 
which they ask themselves, “What would Jesus do?” before making any 
decision, and then acting accordingly. The story follows several charac-
ters from different walks of life who take the pledge. They discover that 
although the decision to follow “in his steps” is neither easy nor safe, the 
commitment to do so changes both their own lives as well as their commu-
nity in profound ways.

What would it look like for us to put that into practice in our own lives, even 
for one week? What would it look like, if before every decision we made this 
week we asked ourselves, “What would Jesus do?” What would Jesus do 
if someone cut him off in traffic? How would Jesus respond to a co-worker 
with a bad attitude? How would Jesus deal with a toddler throwing yet 
another temper tantrum? How would Jesus treat a beggar on the street 
corner? What kinds of things would Jesus post on social media?

Will you try out this practice in this coming week?

Of course, the answers to our WWJD questions may not always be readily 
apparent. That’s ok. The goal of this exercise is not perfection; the goal is 
to help us reframe the idea of holiness and to begin to train ourselves to 
think about how we might “take captive every thought to make it obedi-
ent to Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:5). Ideally, this exercise will inspire us to 
crack open our Bibles and study the life of Jesus afresh. Let’s imagine how 
we might reflect his love, grace, mercy, and truth in our own interactions, 
relationships, and decisions. Perhaps we’ll find that what began as a one-
week exercise becomes a new way of living.

S U N D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 8
WWJD?
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There is some familiar language in this passage that reminds us of Jesus’s 
words from the Lord’s Prayer as he instructed his disciples to pray for the 
Father’s will on earth as it is in heaven. But let’s be honest: it is a whole 
lot easier to praise God, thank God, and even to ask for forgiveness than 
it is to imagine a world where heaven is truly present. Just a quick look at 
the news gives us a reminder that we have a long way to go for earth to be 
anything like heaven.

Into this mess is where the reality of Christ makes a stunning entrance. 
His life becomes our life. His identity becomes our identity. What’s more, 
his resurrection becomes our resurrection. The prayer for God’s will to be 
done on earth as it is in heaven isn’t a petition to God; it’s a command for 
us as the Holy Spirit works in our lives, renewing and restoring us in Christ.

Paul grabs onto this hope as he gives us the instruction to “set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things.” Imagine Paul as he writes these 
words: his old life was filled with misplaced religiosity that filled his heart 
with anger. He fears that the recipients of this letter will have the same 
experience. They are tempted to find their new life in being more religious, 
but the holiness Paul talks about isn’t what we do or don’t do; holiness is 
what has been done in our lives as a result of Christ.

When Paul experienced the loving kindness of Christ, he no longer held the 
coats of executioners, nodding in agreement, but began to implore others 
to live lives defined by patience, kindness, gentleness, and self-control. 
Paul experienced a life-after-death experience where his life found new 
meaning and a new spiritual, moral, and ethical compass.

This change in Paul’s life brings hope to us. It is possible for us to change 
also as we trust in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. When we iden-
tify with Christ, we can see ourselves as resurrected people where heaven 
is present in and through us as our feet continue to touch this earth.

What will you do differently today as a result of the acceptance of the real-
ity of your resurrection relationship with Jesus Christ?

M O N D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 9
COLOSSIANS 3:1-4
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We had a baptism on Easter at our church a few years ago. At the end of the 
service, as the band continued to play, I asked if anyone who hadn’t planned 
to be baptized wanted to take the opportunity to be baptized. A friend, who 
strongly identified as agnostic when I met him a year earlier, unexpectedly 
made his way to the front and told me he was ready to be baptized. I was 
thrilled during that conversation. He shared that living for himself wasn’t work-
ing anymore, and he was ready for something new. He wanted to follow Jesus. 
We made our way to the horse trough which served as our baptistry and, with-
out hesitation, and to everyone’s shock, my friend took off his shirt and pants, 
leaving him standing in just his boxer briefs.

That story is still a strange story to tell. I have a hard time imagining that 
it would fly in our modern churches for people to rip their clothes off for 
baptism on a regular basis: it would probably make the news for all the 
wrong reasons, but this is exactly what Paul had in mind as he wrote these 
words in Colossians 3.

In the first century, those being baptized would remove their clothes before 
being immersed in the water. After coming up out of the water, they would 
receive a new set of white clothes. This probably wasn’t very practical for 
people who were soaking wet, but it did have incredible significance. The 
old life was dead and a new life was found, put on, and displayed for ev-
eryone to see.

Sexual immorality, lust, evil desires, greed, anger, rage, malice, slander, 
and filthy language all describe the clothes that need to be put out with 
the trash. Nobody exercises, takes a shower, and then puts back on the 
same sweaty gym clothes before walking back into the office. Brand new 
life shouldn’t be lived with old clothes.

My friend didn’t have a change of clothes, which is why he disrobed before 
being baptized. He did receive a new spiritual outfit that day, though. You 
and I also have been given the gift of Christ, who clothes us with his grace, 
mercy, righteousness, and holiness.

What are some earthly desires or actions that you need to remove from 
your life?

T U E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 0
COLOSSIANS 3:5-11



HOLINESS HOLY PEOPLE51

The Bible begins with a poem in the book of Genesis that contains all sorts 
of incredible imagery of creation. We are all familiar with the story of Adam 
and Eve, the breath of life that is breathed into them, their fall as they gave 
into their own selfishness, and God’s response as he expels them from 
the garden for their sin. But what is often forgotten is probably the most 
beautiful imagery from the story. Let’s start with their response:

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were 
naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for them-
selves (Genesis 3:7).

But now look at God’s response:

The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed 
them (Genesis 3:21).

Adam and Eve made clothes for themselves, but those clothes weren’t 
adequate. Only God knew how best to clothe them and who they really 
needed to be.

Paul echoes this as he writes, “As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience.” This seems almost impossible our own, and we often fail 
miserably when we try. That’s why Paul tells us to “let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts” and “let the message of Christ dwell among you richly.”

Holiness isn’t something we attain. It is the gift of the Father, exemplified 
through Christ’s life, and given to us through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Allow this gift to be presented to you and allow God to wrap you in his love. 
If you do, holiness will become a much easier path to walk.

How will your life change as a result of allowing God, through the Holy 
Spirit, to clothe you in compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience? What will that look like at home, work, or with your neighbors?

W E D N E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 1
COLOSSIANS 3:12-17
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T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 2
MATTHEW 5:14-16

In the Sermon on the Mount, the most famous sermon ever preached, 
Jesus explained what it means to live as children of God in the midst of a 
world shrouded in sin and darkness. In the portion of that sermon found 
in Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus addresses the question of what relationship 
his followers should have with the world around them. His answer? Salt 
and light. 

A little historical context will help those of us in the twenty-first century 
with access to refrigeration, bleach, and electricity make sense of what 
Jesus was saying here. In the ancient world, where refrigeration was often 
impossible, salt was used as a preservative for food. Preservatives pre-
vent rot and decay. However, when salt became contaminated with other 
substances, it lost its ability to preserve and purify. In a similar way, Jesus 
is teaching us that our presence in the world helps to prevent the world’s 
spiritual and moral decay. In order for us to accomplish that task, howev-
er, we must not allow ourselves to become mixed up in things that would 
contaminate us. We cannot call the world to Jesus’s better way of living if 
we are not willing to model it ourselves. That’s what holiness is all about.

Not only does genuine holiness act like a preservative in a decaying world, 
but genuine holiness is also attractive and welcoming, offering hope to 
those who gaze upon it. That’s what Jesus means by “the light of the 
world.” For a weary traveler on the dangerous roads of the ancient Ro-
man empire, the bright lights of a city on a hill would be an encouraging 
reminder that help, provision, and safety were near. This is how Jesus says 
our “good works” - works of love, compassion, mercy, and service - are to 
function for those traveling through the darkness of the world.

Our call to holiness, then, when viewed through the lens of the Sermon on 
the Mount, is intended to help us lead lives that attract those wandering 
in darkness and direct them toward the goodness, grace, and newness of 
life that their heavenly Father wants them to experience.
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If you were to walk the streets of first-century Jerusalem and ask passers-by 
who the holiest people in town were, the responses would have been near-
ly unanimous: “The Pharisees and teachers of the law, of course!” 

The Pharisees were a sect of devout Jews who were incredibly consci-
entious about upholding the Law of Moses. In order to facilitate their 
law-keeping and to ensure they didn’t accidentally break a commandment, 
they developed a series of strict traditions and rules to guide every aspect 
of their lives, all the way down to the way they washed their hands before a 
meal. Ritual holiness was their game, and they were professionals.

But something was missing. You see, according to Jesus, they were all 
show and no substance. They went through all of the right religious mo-
tions, but their hearts were in the wrong place. In their quest to be out-
wardly “holy,” they had missed that God’s original heart and intention had 
always been to change them from the inside out. 

One of the most fascinating, and perhaps even troubling, aspects of the 
gospels is the fact that, by and large, the Pharisees are portrayed as the 
“bad guys.” Those who thought they were the closest to God were actually 
those who opposed his purpose the most fiercely. 

This passage should serve as a stark reminder that genuine, Christlike 
holiness is always an inside-out reality; it begins with a changed heart first. 
Genuine Christian holiness is far less about outward manifestations of 
piety and far more about an inward transformation. True holiness will work 
its way out, not only into our actions, but also into our attitudes, as well.

F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 3
MATTHEW 23:23-28
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In ancient Judaism, pedigree was important. The more closely you could trace 
your ancestry back to one of the original tribes of Israel, the more respectable 
you were. It was almost as if they believed holiness could be physically inherited.

The apostle Paul had such an impressive pedigree that he said he had more 
reasons to “put confidence in the flesh” than anyone else. In other words, if holi-
ness could be inherited, Paul inherited a holy fortune. He had the most Hebrew 
heritage and upbringing a first-century Jew could have hoped for. If anyone was 
holy by association, it was Paul.

But that wasn’t all. Paul also had the best Jewish education. In his own testi-
mony recorded in Acts 22, Paul states that he was brought up in Jerusalem and 
studied under Gamaliel, one of the premier teachers of the day, all of which Paul 
says rendered him “thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors” (v. 3).

Not only did Paul have the pedigree and the education, he had the experience. 
When it came to ritual holiness, Paul was as Pharisaic as one could hope to 
be. That means he never ate bacon or shrimp, always washed his hands in the 
prescribed way, and didn’t contaminate himself with unwashed sinners. In every 
way imaginable, Paul was the picture of perceived “holiness.” 

And yet, Paul says, “whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake 
of Christ . . . I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in 
him.” The word “garbage” is actually much too weak of a translation. “Dung” is 
a little closer to the word Paul actually used. We holiness people would blush if 
we heard what the word really means.

This same Paul, who tells Timothy that “God saved us and called us to a holy 
life” (2 Timothy 1:9), also tells us that pedigree, education, and experience are 
basically irrelevant in comparison to really knowing Christ. Genuine Christian 
holiness, then, must be something different entirely.

Where do you think Paul found his source of holiness? Take a look at Acts 
9 today.

S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 4
PHILIPPIANS 3:4-9
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M A R C H  2 5 - A P R I L  1 :  H O L Y  W E E K
INTRODUCTION BY DR. GIL STAFFORD

“Just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do” (1 Peter 
1:15-16). “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 
through” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). “Offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God. . . . be transformed by the renewing of your mind” 
(Romans 12:1-2). “Perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 4:17-18).

Three dimensions of sanctification include (1) a setting apart to God, be-
longing to God; (2) a cleansing, so God can use what belongs to him; and 
(3) accomplishing God’s mission. Sanctification is vocational and mission-
al. The goal of holiness is that everything about your church life and your 
personal life will fulfill God’s purposes.4

Salvation is the gift of a new identity, which “is the result of God’s initial, 
foundational sanctification. The word, sanctification, hagiasmos, signifies 
the process of being made holy. . . . All, regardless of their degree of ma-
turity or immaturity, are referred to as the ’sanctified in Christ Jesus.’ It is 
on the basis of this new status, then, that Paul addresses [the Corinthi-
ans’] shortcomings. Even though their problems are much like those of the 
population in general, he speaks not to Corinthians in general but to the 
community of Christian faith at Corinth. Why them in particular? Because 
they have been ’sanctified in Christ Jesus.’ On the basis of the indicative 
of who they are by the grace of God, he proceeds to address them with the 
imperatives of the gospel.”5

The gospel, of course, revolves around Jesus, whose “ministry was 
that of teacher, preacher, exorcist, and healer. He taught a way of life, 
preached the good news of the Kingdom, cast out demons, and healed 
the sick and diseased.

“While the descriptive statements quoted above are important summaries 
of our Lord’s ministry while he walked this earth, they do not tell the whole 
story. The summit of the Gospels is his crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, 
and session (where he sits, intercedes, and reigns) ’at the right hand of 
Power’ (Matt. 26:64), without which we would know nothing about the Pal-
estinian ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. It was this final drama during the 
incarnation that catapulted Jesus’s Palestinian disciples into becoming 
the first fruits of the universal church of Christ. This decisive, historical, 

4The first two paragraphs of this introduction (and the biblical quotation at the very 
end) are gleaned from Dr. Stafford’s class notes from “Constructive Theology III: Church 
and the Holy Life,” at the Anderson University School of Theology, as recorded by David 
Aukerman on August 30, 2005.

5Theology for Disciples (Anderson: Warner Press, 1996), pp. 346-7.
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multidimensional occurrence (i.e., crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and 
session) precipitated the church’s later confessions about the universal 
significance of the person and work of Jesus.”6

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter [finisher] of our 
faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2).

CONTRIBUTORS FOR THIS THEME
David Aukerman, Carron Odokara, Cassie Trentaz

6 Theology for Disciples, p. 104.
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P A L M  S U N D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 5
A NEIGHBORHOOD PRAYER WALK

Today is our annual celebration of Jesus’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 
an event that is recorded in all four gospels (see, for example, Matthew 
21:1-11). People cheered as Jesus arrived in the capital city. They shout-
ed, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” – an exclamation of praise that the 
long-awaited Messiah had finally arrived. This was no mere ticker-tape pa-
rade in honor of a past event, such as a sports team winning a champion-
ship title. This was a celebration of God’s anointed one, the Savior of the 
world, who was bringing about God’s salvation in the midst of the people 
right then and there.

If you are able to go outside today, take a walk through your neighborhood. 
Envision what it might have been like to be in Jerusalem on that first Palm 
Sunday. Can you see the parade for Jesus coming down your road? Can 
you smell the palm branches being waved as the procession rounds the 
corner? Can you hear the chorus swell, “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord”? Can you imagine reaching out and touching the hand of 
Jesus as he passes by? What might be the good news that your neighbors 
have been waiting for?

As you walk through your neighborhood, pray for your neighbors. (If you 
don’t know them by name, make a mental note to introduce yourself some-
time this week.) Pray that your neighbors might see Jesus in their own 
lives. Pray that they might come to know Jesus, if they don’t know him 
already. Pray that the celebration of Jesus as Messiah might overflow from 
your life into the lives of those who live near you.



HOLINESS HOLY WEEK59

M O N D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 6
JESUS IS ANOINTED (JOHN 12:1-11)

After the events in John 11 where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, 
Jesus did not move around publically with ease. Crowds would gather, 
and opposition sought to arrest and kill Jesus. As the Passover time ap-
proached, Jesus came to Bethany to visit friends, Lazarus, Martha and 
Mary. They celebrated their time together with a dinner in Jesus’s honor 
where the usual happened. Martha served while Mary spent time with 
Jesus. Then, the unusual happened. Mary had a half liter of expensive per-
fume that cost approximately a year’s wage for a laborer, and she used it 
to anoint the feet of Jesus. If you decided to spend $30,000 on expensive 
perfume, would you pour it on someone else’s feet? 

Mary anointed the Anointed One, Jesus, and she shows us what worship is. 
She gives from her belongings with the expensive perfume, and she gives from 
herself with her hair. Jewish women in that time did not let down their hair in 
front of people except for their husbands. Yet, Mary let down her hair in front of 
the group, and used it to wipe Jesus’s feet. Mary’s actions showed her humble 
devotion and service to Jesus who was her teacher and Lord. This was wor-
ship for all to see and smell as the fragrance from her actions filled the house.  

During this beautiful moment of worship, there was a naysayer. Judas 
wanted the money from the perfume to give to the poor or possibly to fill his 
personal pockets. Jesus knew that this was a special time of preparation 
before his burial, and recognized Mary’s devotion in her act of worship.

The evening continued and the discussion progressed. However, Jesus’s 
statement about the poor might seem troubling. Jesus said that it was alright 
to use the perfume as Mary did, because Jesus would not always be there 
and the poor would be. Was Jesus saying to ignore the poor? Wouldn’t this 
contradict other times when Jesus taught about giving to others including the 
poor? Jesus’s statement does not instruct people against helping the poor, 
but the statement does establish a priority. We are not to neglect worshipping 
Jesus who is God. These days, many people try to do good things with the 
desire of seeing a positive impact on the world. The good things are done 
from a human intention with a human perspectives of the progress that can 
be accomplished. Holiness brings a desire to serve and do good things, but 
with a foundation based on our relationship with God. If we want to do good 
things with our lives, that does not supersede the priority that we should place 
on worshipping God. 
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As we care for others, we share God’s love in alignment with the instructions 
of Jesus. Our choice is not to focus on either God or people. We are called to 
both love God and love people. 

How has worship become a priority in your life?

Do your good works have a foundation based on worshipping God?
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T U E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 7
JESUS SAYS “YES” (JOHN 12:20-36)

The hour has finally arrived.

At the wedding in Cana, Jesus said that the hour had not yet come. When 
talking with the Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus said that the hour was 
still on its way. Twice, people became very angry with Jesus, but no one 
seized him in the temple because the hour was not right.

Now, though, the hour has finally arrived. Soon, Jesus will be betrayed, 
arrested, tried, convicted, beaten, and executed. This hour, this moment in 
time is the climax of each of the four gospels in the New Testament. Mat-
thew points out how this hour fulfills Old Testament prophecies from cen-
turies before Jesus. Mark’s narrative describes how Jesus moved quickly 
and urgently toward the cross. Luke shows how deliberately Jesus traveled 
to Jerusalem in order that this hour would occur. John spends fully half of 
his gospel detailing what happened in Jesus’s life during these final days. 
The hour has finally arrived, and Jesus is completely dedicated to his task.

Jesus demonstrates his holiness of purpose in today’s passage. He is fully 
dedicated to the mission of God, even to the point of laying down his life. 
But what is God’s mission? A quick survey:

Some Greeks want to meet Jesus: these non-Jews will be wel-
comed into the family of God.

Parable of the kernel of wheat: Jesus’s life will multiply and spread 
to other people.

Jesus is troubled and prays: everything that will happen to Jesus 
is for God’s glory.

Judgment is coming, and all will be drawn to Jesus: the work of 
Jesus will be universal in scope.

Trust in the light: even though the darkness is coming, God’s peo-
ple will find hope and guidance in Jesus.

Jesus has had a crystal-clear vision of God’s mission throughout his life. 
Now that the hour of his death is drawing close, he leans into his purpose 
with all his being – even though it is not always easy for him, even though 
he experiences doubt and fear. He says “yes” to the call of God, “yes” to 
the mission of God, “yes” to the love and righteousness of God. He says 
“yes” all the way to his final breath. His last words on the cross, as record-
ed by John, are these: “It is finished.”
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The life of a disciple of Jesus is intended to mirror Jesus’s life in meaning-
ful, transformative ways. The risks of discipleship are not merely metaphor-
ical: Jesus calls us to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow him 
(Matthew 16:24).

Discipleship carries with it a sense of wholehearted devotion that is nei-
ther pessimistic nor fatalistic but rather full of opportunities to show great 
courage by saying “yes” to the mission of God. Our pursuit of holiness can 
be measured by the moments in which we choose to imitate Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God. When we live the life of Jesus, 
shine the light of Jesus, and serve others with the love of Jesus, then we 
are living holy lives.

Take careful note, though, that even Jesus’s heart was troubled as he con-
sidered what was required of him. If your heart is burdened by God’s call 
to holiness, then you are in good company!

How is God calling you to say “yes” to his mission?
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W E D N E S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 8
JESUS SHARES A MEAL WITH JUDAS (JOHN 13:21-32)

If you knew that your dinner gathering was going to turn dark and danger-
ous, would you still host the event? If you knew that one of your closest 
friends was about to betray you, would you still share a meal with him or 
her? If you knew that your betrayer was leaving your table in order to have 
you arrested and killed, would you still allow him or her to leave?

If your enemy were sitting right next to you, would you pass him or her 
the bread?

Jesus demonstrates his holiness by extending hospitality, grace, and kind-
ness to Judas Iscariot while they are reclining at the dinner table. The 
tenderness of this holy moment cannot be ignored. At this time of year, we 
often remember the Last Supper, which is not recorded in John but only 
in the synoptic gospels. For John, though, Jesus shares his last meal with 
his soon-to-be betrayer. These two men will never see each other again, 
except for a moment when Judas returns with soldiers to have Jesus ar-
rested. Both men will be dead by the weekend.

Jesus knows that Judas will betray him! He has predicted this betrayal and 
his upcoming death on multiple occasions. Jesus could have taken any op-
portunity to avoid this last encounter with Judas, and perhaps the betrayal, 
arrest, and crucifixion could have been avoided.

When Jesus was asked which disciple was going to betray him, he could 
have whispered Judas’s name under his breath. He could have made a 
subtle gesture in Judas’s direction. He could have told the disciples to wait 
a few hours, and they would find out later. Remarkably, Jesus identifies 
his betrayer – and apparently initiates his betrayal – by taking a piece of 
bread, dipping it in the dish, and sharing it with Judas.

How many times have you taken a piece of bread, taken a cup of juice or 
wine, and given thanks for the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus? How 
many times have you experienced the nearness of God in the midst of that 
holy meal? Perhaps you will have that experience once again on Maun-
dy Thursday or Good Friday. We count it an immense blessing that Jesus 
chooses to share a meal with us, his disciples, his followers, his friends.

How astounding, then, that Jesus shares his last meal before death with a 
friend who will betray him before the night is through.
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The holiness of Jesus is revealed through his love for all people. His love 
is marked by incredible hospitality: no one is excluded from the table of 
the Lord, not even those who would harm him. And his love is also marked 
by beautiful self-sacrifice: he gives himself away so that others might live.

Our world is so fractured into categories of “good people” and “bad peo-
ple.” Can you imagine how revolutionary it would be if followers of Jesus 
sat down at the table with their enemies? Can you picture yourself passing 
the bread to someone whom you dislike or someone who is out to get you? 
Can you imagine sharing a meal with someone who has publicly wronged 
you or has been aggressive toward you or your loved ones? What would 
holy love, holy fellowship, holy hospitality look like in your community? How 
can Jesus be present in the midst of your most difficult relationships?
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M A U N D Y  T H U R S D A Y ,  M A R C H  2 9
JESUS WASHES HIS DISCIPLES’ FEET (JOHN 13:1-17, 31-35)

What would you do if you knew that your time on earth was coming to an 
end? You might want to gather the people you love the most and spend 
some time with them. Just before Passover, Jesus gathered for a last hol-
iday meal together with his friends, his disciples. As they ate and enjoyed 
one another’s company, Jesus took the opportunity to teach another les-
son on how they should live. 

In John 13, Jesus’s instructions were given through a practical action for 
that time. Today, we consider Jesus’s actions as an object lesson that 
many of us practice as a reminder during Maundy Thursday worship gath-
erings. Jesus was the leader, teacher and the Son of God, who taught the 
disciples with principles and parables that some understood and some did 
not. However, the lesson on this final evening together was evident. Jesus 
took a towel and bent down before his disciples to serve them in the way 
that they only experienced from the least of the servants. Jesus washed 
his disciples’ feet. The disciples’ surprise at Jesus’s actions was vocalized 
by Simon Peter as he resisted the whole idea of Jesus washing his feet. 
A few days later, the humble action of washing feet was surpassed by Je-
sus’s sacrifice on the cross.    

As John 13 continues, Jesus uses the time left with his disciples to com-
mand them to love others. The love that the disciples would show to oth-
er people is how the world could recognize them as Jesus’s disciples. As 
we carry forward Jesus’s instructions, we know that Jesus loves us, and 
shows us how to love through his actions. 

What does a disciple of Jesus look like? If we are Jesus’s disciples, we will 
grab a towel and bend down to wash feet. Even though that physical action 
is not part of our common practices today, the heart and mind to serve is 
what we need to practice toward all the people around us. As we follow the 
example of Jesus, other people will know that we belong to Jesus and that 
they can experience Jesus’s love coming through us.   

Have you served in a way that stretches you beyond your usual behavior 
and actions?

How can you show Jesus’s love to others today?
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They have come for you. You’ve known it was the obvious next step, the 
consequence of the way you had been living with radical grace and bound-
ary-breaking hospitality in the public square in broad daylight and around 
the dinner table in lamp-lit homes. And now it has come. But to say that 
you’re ready for it might be a stretch. Ready as in rooted and centered 
and so full of love that there’s no room to not do it - yes. But ready as in 
unafraid - no. 

And yet they have come. What does holiness look like when they have 
come for you and you are staring death in the eyes? 

When I look at Jesus’s life on his last day, when I read of his actions and 
his words, I see a picture of what holiness looks like in the most difficult of 
situations. It’s a holiness marked by courage.

If we believe that Jesus is fully human, he had a million moments to back 
out and he didn’t. And he moves not as a superhero unaffected by the grief 
and gravity of the moment but he feels and expresses his grief. He does 
not simply dismiss and let it roll off and, yet, he resolves with courage to 
walk his path anyway. To walk in faith toward what will likely bring you death 
and to be brave enough to feel it is courageous holiness. 

Courageous holiness looks like looking doubt in the eyes and seeking the 
God who accompanies those who suffer. This story is soaked with feelings 
of abandonment. Where is the God who hears the cries of the oppressed 
and hurting? Where is the God who delivers God’s people from the oppres-
sive and dehumanizing political regime? After all, this story takes place 
during the annual Passover festival, which remembers God’s deliverance 
of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt so many years earlier. Courageous 
holiness asks what are we learning about God and ourselves in this mo-
ment when things are not how we wish that they were?

Courageous holiness looks like being our full honest selves in the public 
square. It is the bold act of not hiding. I’m struck by Jesus’s sharp state-
ment in the synoptic Gospels’ account when the soldiers came to arrest 
him. “Am I leading a rebellion?” he asks. “Why,” he wants to know, “when 
you had the chance to confront me in the daylight while I was teaching, 
did you not take it then? If you are so sure of yourselves, why wait until the 
covering of night?” Courageous holiness calls out the tendency to hide.

G O O D  F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  3 0
JESUS IS CRUCIFIED (JOHN 18:1-19:42)
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Courageous holiness looks like refusing to escalate violence. Jesus did not 
fight back. He did not shout back. He did not often speak up to correct. 
Unlike a tormented Pilate, who acted to “satisfy the crowd,” Jesus refused 
to play along with the rules that the crowd had seemingly established. 
And yet, as he “breathed his last,” he did so with “a loud cry” to which 
the whole earth responded. This is not silence. It is also courageously not 
playing by the rules of violence.

This last day was marked by grief, anguish, and fear. It was also marked 
by courage and love. So, also, is our time. We may not feel ready and yet 
we must respond. 

As you think about the events of “Good Friday,” spend a few moments pray-
ing for courage for when you face moments of difficulty and uncertainty. 
What calls us to this kind of courage in our time and place? How do you 
want to respond?



68 HOLINESSHOLY WEEK

“Taking Jesus’s body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips 
of linen,” (John 19:40a). If you have ever lost a loved one, you know a little 
of what Joseph and Nicodemus were feeling here—the deep love for the 
person you lost, a reverence for the body that had moved with and near 
you just moments before, and the pressure of timing and realization that, 
for many, life was moving on even while for some of us, it seemed like it 
might never do so.

There is a silence that covers the Saturday of Holy Week. Sometimes, 
these days, that silence is used as a way to bustle around and prepare 
for the celebration of Easter. But for our ancestors living at the time of 
Jesus’s death, the silence was deeper, the kind that sinks into your bones 
like a cold bitter wind or stifles like a thousand pound pack placed over 
your shoulders. It was the kind that takes your breath away and that feels 
like you might never get it back. Where do we find holiness in moments of 
grief so deep? As ministers know so well, moments of loss where the line 
between life and death is thin are soaked with the sacred.

Joseph and Nicodemus demonstrate the plain and simple holiness of the 
body with the great care they offer in preparing Jesus’s body for burial. 
They carry it gently and reverently. They wrap it in spices and cloth with 
care and love, steeped in the care for all of creation that their Jewish cul-
ture and religion had formed in them. And in this care, they demonstrate 
the holiness of life itself and the sacredness of life’s beginning and life’s 
ending. Yet, some endings make it easier to recognize this sacredness 
than others. Joseph and Nicodemus were wrapping tear-soaked cloths out 
of the feelings of injustice that this life had ended too soon. There must 
have been a deep-throated “why” gurgling up from their souls, perhaps 
even their mouths, as they cared for Jesus’s body. Many of us have felt 
that same “why.”

Some cries seem never to be answered. We know that the community 
of Jesus’s disciples will find their way to an answer. However, for Jesus’s 
friends and disciples on this day, those cries echoed back in that cave 
with no answer on the horizon. And for us, Holy Saturday does not have 
to be a blip of insignificance between Friday and Sunday, but this can be 
a day of recognizing the holiness of waiting, of sitting in the “what if” and 
“what now” and “how long” that so many in our world experience. This can 
be a moment of mourning with those who mourn and cannot see a light. 
Those who have lost their homes and livelihoods in natural disasters or 
war, those who have experienced abuse and harm, these are neighbors 
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who know what the waiting of Holy Saturday feels like. These are neighbors 
who can teach us the holiness of these moments even as we enact the 
holiness of removing some of their aloneness by letting their stories be 
told to ears that will hear them.

And, while Jesus’s friends and families waited in their grief, their unknow-
ing, their devastation, some stories of the church say that Jesus was res-
cuing people from hell on that day. The stories say that Jesus was empty-
ing hell while we felt like we were living in it. The man who ate with sinners 
(Luke 15:1-7) was springing sinners back up to the feast table. This, too, 
is the holiness of Saturday.
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The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed!

Before Jesus’s death, he told his disciples, “unless a kernel of wheat falls 
to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it pro-
duces many seeds.” (John 12:24)

Seeds are symbols of new life that will come. Through the wonder of ag-
riculture, if a seed is planted in good soil, given adequate water, and en-
ergized by sunlight, then it will grow into a new plant. In time, with enough 
loving care and attention, that plant will produce seeds of its own. Na-
ture’s life cycle is a reminder to us of the way in which God brings new life: 
through death and resurrection.

The resurrection of Jesus gives us the opportunity to experience new life. 
Because Jesus died and rose again, we can be transformed as the life of 
Christ springs up inside us. We can grow, mature, and produce seeds that 
will continue the spiritual life cycle of the kingdom of God. 

Plant a seed today. (Parents, this is a great activity to do with your kids!) 
You might plant a vegetable garden or a flower garden, or you might plant 
an individual seed in a cup filled with good dirt. Pay special attention to 
this seed over the next several days. Make sure the seed receives appro-
priate amounts of water and sunlight. Watch the mystery unfold as new 
life springs up from this seed. Marvel at the holiness of this small wonder: 
a seed that is buried and then sprouts is fulfilling its unique, meaningful 
purpose in life. But the seed does not accomplish this of its own power; 
its life is a celebration of the One who created it and prompts its growth.

The ongoing watering and growth of one small seed can help you remem-
ber what Jesus did long after Easter Sunday. He has given new life to 
dozens of generations, to countless believers, each of whom repeats the 
miracle of Easter Sunday by having the new, holy life of Jesus grow within 
them, and by producing holy, life-giving seeds of their own. God is still in 
the business of bringing life out of what seems lifeless. Say a prayer of 
gratitude today for the joy and responsibility of participating with God in 
that work of cultivating life.
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