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New Sermon Series - Jesus’ Boot Camp

Starting January 7, 2018
Our 6-week sermon series will focus on a large teaching section that Jesus
taught His disciples soon after they started to follow Him – The Sermon
on the Mount found in Matthew 5-7. These chapters contain some of the
tough teachings of Jesus that we need to revisit on a regular basis. This
will be our boot camp for 2018! Jesus does not pull any punches as He
gives some radical teachings to help us be more like Him.

Friendship Group is a Bible Study for intellectually disabled older youth

GROUP

and adults, presented on a level that they can understand. More workers are
needed to give them support and individual help.
For example:
A young woman sat listlessly, half listening as the Storyteller spoke of God’s love.
Suddenly, her eyes brightened and understanding filled her heart.
The young man’s mentor was out of town, but not forgotten. He placed the mentor’s name tag on his seat every week, awaiting his return. The mentor represented Jesus’ love to him.

Friendship Group has a wonderful team of volunteers! They give their time
and hearts to this ministry. This month we would like to recognize two of our volunteers: Phyllis Williams &
Betty Hartman. Take some time and thank them for their dedication.
If you would like to be a part of this important ministry please contact either Shelly Bryde at 517-699-1584
or Vivian Denniston.

GriefShare - For those grieving the loss of a loved one. This group meets for 13 weeks. Taught by Roy

Switzer & Terri Rowe beginning Tuesday, January 9 at 6:30-8:00pm in Room 205. If you are interested in being a part of this class, you can register online at GriefShare.org. Just type in our zip code (48910) and click
on “Find a Group”.

Attention All Small Group Leaders

If you are a small group leader, there will be a meeting on Monday, January 15 at
7PM across the street at the State Office on Alpha for a time of learning and fellowship.

Pastors Paragraph

A salesman passed the corner each day, and after a week he began to pity the boy who was striving to sell his puppy. He stopped and said, “Son, do you really want to sell this dog?” The boy replied,
“I certainly do!” “Well you’re never going to sell him until you learn to “see it big.” What I mean is, take
this dog home, clean him up, doll him up, raise your price, make people think they’re getting something
big, and you’ll sell him.” That noon the salesman came by and there was the boy and the puppy that was
groomed, perfumed, and beribboned along side a big sign: TREMENDOUS Puppy for Sale - $5000. The
salesman gulped and realized he had forgotten to tell the boy about the “Keeping-It-Simple” principle.
That evening he stopped by to tell the boy the other half of the formula, only to discover that the boy was
gone, the puppy was gone and the sign lay there with “SOLD” written across it in big letters. The salesman
couldn’t believe it. This kid couldn’t have sold the dog for $5000. His curiosity got the best of him and
he rang the boy’s doorbell. The boy came to the door and the salesman blurted, “Son you didn’t really sell
that dog for $5000 now, did you? The boy replied, “Yes, sir, I did and I want to thank you for all your help.
The salesman said, “How in the world did you do it?” The boy replied, “Oh it was easy. I just took two
$2500 cats in exchange!”
The lesson learned from this story is that we need to think big. As we go into this New Year, it is
time again to be thinking about what goals we might have. You see, unless we take time to evaluate and
plan for this year, it will be no better than the past year. I believe that this could be the best year of your
life. I believe that God has great things planned for you this year, but we have to catch sight of that vision, that goal that He sets before us. Paul tells us to “press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus
took hold of me.” (Philippians 3:12b) Jesus has called you to be His child for a reason. I would encourage
you to take the time to spend at least an afternoon in prayer and seeking God’s guidance. Ask Him what
His plans are for you this year. What goals does He have for your family, your job, your ministry at church
and in the world, and what goals does He have for your relationship with Him? If we only aim at the bush,
we will shoot no further than the bush. But if we aim at the stars, then we will shoot much higher, even
if we never reach all the stars. As the star was to the Magi and as the angels were to the shepherds, God
wants to lead you into a great year. Take the time to hear His dreams and goals for you.
In His Service,
Pastor John

Letter from Pastor John and Patty:
Dear Church family,
Again I find myself trying to put into words all the thanks and appreciation that I feel
towards each of you. Your cards, gifts, money, gift certificates, and words of encouragement for
Christmas were just what we needed. How great it is to serve a wonderful congregation like Pennway and to be able to receive all the blessings that you send our way. Thanks so much again for
your Christmas gifts.
Pastor John and Patty
PRIME

As we start a new year, it’s time for some of you to finally admit you are 50 or older,
and come join in the fun we have each month at our PRIME luncheon and program.
You never know what’s going to happen, but you won’t go away disappointed! We look
forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday, January 9 for lunch at noon, followed by an
afternoon filled with fun and laughter!

VOLUNTEER

Spotlight

We want to recognize our outstanding volunteers in the kids and
youth ministries. Without them, we wouldn’t be able to make it
happen. This month’s volunteers are:
Dante Rodriguez - Kidzone Kidztyme jr. leader, Kidzone Konnection 3rd/4th grade leader and worship leader.
Chloe Sandborn- Kidzone Konnection Assistant, 56 Club Assistant,
and Pennway Student Leadership Team
Betty Hartman- Kidzone Kidztyme Assistant
Vicki Sproul- Kidzone Konnection 1st/2nd Grade leader and Kidzone Kidztyme Assistant
Lew Tibbits - Kidzone Konnection Homebound Project Leader
Brooke Quisenberry - 56 Club Leader and 7:12 Girls Small Group
Leader.
Please feel free to talk to them about all they are doing.

K-O-N-N-E-C-T-I-O-N

Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00 for all kids, infant - 4th grade
KidZone Schedule

January 3 - NO KIDZONE KONNECTION
January 10 - Work It Out Week 1
January 17 - Work It Out Week 2
January 24 - Work It Out Week 3
January 31 - Work It Out Week 4

January Calendar
01 • New Year’s Day - Office Closed
03 • Friendship Group........6:30-7:45pm
03 • NO Wednesday Night Activities
04 • Women In Relationships...6:30-8pm
06 • Zumba w/ Deb....................9-10am
07 • POTLUCK...........................11:45am
07 • 7:12...............................5-6:30pm
09 • PRIME Luncheon....................12pm
09 • GriefShare.......................6:30-8pm
10 • PROCLAIMER DEADLINE
10 • Wednesday Night Activities
10 • FPU Begins......................6:30-8pm
11 • Zumba w/ Ronda......................6pm
13 • NO Zumba w/ Deb
14 • 7:12...............................5-6:30pm
15 • Youth Volunteer Prayer..........5-6pm
15 • Blaze Pizza Fundraiser...........5-8pm
15 • Small Group Leaders Mt....7-8:30pm
16 • GriefShare.......................6:30-8pm
17 • Wednesday Night Activities
18 • Zumba w/ Ronda.....................6pm
18 • Women In Relationships...6:30-8pm
19 • Winter Retreat 7:12
20 • Winter Retreat 7:12
20 • Zumba w/ Deb....................9-10am
21 • Winter Retreat 7:12
21 • NO 7:12
23 • GriefShare.......................6:30-8pm
24 • Wednesday Night Activities
25 • Zumba w/ Ronda.....................6pm
27 • Zumba w/ Deb....................9-10am
28 • 7:12...............................5-6:30pm
30 • GriefShare.......................6:30-8pm
31 • Wednesday Night Activities

KidZone JR. Schedule

January 3 - NO KIDZONE KONNECTION JR.
January 10 - Watch This Week 1
January 17 - Watch This Week 2
January 24 - Watch This Week 3
January 31 - Watch This Week 4

Wednesday Night Activities

Reminder: If Lansing School District has a snow day or closes early on
a Wednesday, Kidzone Konnection will also be canceled that evening.

Prayer Time........................5:15-6pm
Family Meal........................6-6:30pm
KidZone Konnection............6:30-8pm
56 Club..............................6:30-8pm
Friendship Group............6:30-7:45pm
Financial Peace University....6:30-8pm

Christian Services

Potluck Sunday, January 7

January is Book Drive Month
New books for preschool children and Christian materials for prisoners. Items may be brought to the church. Call the church office
for questions @ 882-0223.

Join us for good food and fellowship
immediately following the worship service. We will meet in the Fellowship
Hall. Bring your favorite dish to share.
Tableware and drinks will be provided.
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Pennway Student Ministries
“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them.” Matthew 7:12 ESV.
Sunday Nights from 5-6:30pm
for grades 7-12

SCHEDULE
January 7 - Playing with Fire
January 14 - Playing with Fire
January 21 - No 7:12 Due to Winter Retreat
January 28 - Measure Up
56 Club
January 3 - No 56 Club - Christmas Break
January 10 - Work It Out Week 1
January 17 - Work It Out Week 2
January 24 - Work It Out Week 3
January 31 - Work It Out Week 4

January 15

Student Ministry Volunteer Prayer 5-6pm.

Enjoy some pizza & support our
youth by having dinner at Blaze
Pizza in Frandor on January 15 from
5-8pm. Flyers will be available at
the Welcome Desk.

