Celebrating our Heritage

Anticipating our Future

1910

Pennway Church of God dates its beginning from 1910 when
the church building at 213 East South Street was purchased
from the First Baptist Church. The yellowing warranty deed
dated February 23, 1910, bears the signatures of C. S. Sisler,
the pastor; Noah Reed, Mary Cable, A. U. Stockwell and
Orin Foote. A page of minutes reveals that a Board of
Trustees was formed that same day. In the early history
of the movement, organization was established only
when legally needed. Obviously, they were elected to
sign the purchase papers. The purchase price appears
to have been $1,450.
For months prior to buying the E. South Street
building, small groups of Church of God believers
met for prayer meetings and Sunday worship in
homes in Grand Ledge, Lansing and Holt.
C. S. Sisler, one of the itinerant preachers
suggested that the home groups band together
and form the South Street congregation. Most
all were happy with the decision to do so. For
the Kieppe family from Holt, that was five
miles further by horse and buggy.

THE SOUTH STREET CONGREGATION IN 1911

213 E. south St.
Lansing

FIRST Pastor:
Rev. C. S. Sisler

ily

the Sisler Fam

EARLY YEARS

C. S. Sisler • Noah Reed • Edna Green • Flora Sheldon • Brother LeRoy Sheldon The earliest of those who
founded Pennway were to
some degree a pilgrim people.
They worshipped in their own
homes “breaking bread from
house to house”. They were
served by an itinerant preacher.
Often without any, they would
wait for the one to whom “the
Lord had given the message”.
One in their own midst would
then preach.
Some of the early pioneer’s
names included Hansberger,
Kieppe, Craft, Scott, Green,
Edwards, Park, Booher, Bryde,
Lankton, Hershiser, Balmer,
Reed, Sisler, Sheldon, Bennett, Loudenslager, Kleinhenn,
McQuiston, Krenz, Thompson,
Maffet and more.
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